CLASS TWENTY SEVEN

This is our twenty seventh class on Al-Usool Ath-Thalaathah and Alhamdulillah that
it got this far. We are still on the third chapter, the core chapter we said, the main

part of the book. And the sentence we left off at:
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And the greatest of all that Allah commanded is Tawheed. Tawheed, to single Allah
out with worship. To believe in His unity, which entails oftering all worship to Allah

subhaanahu wa ta’aala and only to Allah.

THE GREATEST MATTER ALLAH COMMANDED IS TAWHEED

The proof that this is the greatest matter 1s all throughout the Qur’an. However, the
verse the author used and chose is a very wise choice and we will see why and how.

The verse that he chose for proof is:
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Worship Allah and join none with His worship.
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So the first matter Allah orders is Tawheed and to stay away from Shirk. Second, and

to do good to the parents and kinsfolk.
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The orphans and the Masaakeen are what is considered poor.



The neighbour that is near of kin.
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The neighbour who is a stranger.
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And the companion by your side and the wayfarer that you meet.
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And those slaves whom your right hand possesses. Allah does not like those who are

proud and boastful.

This is a very important verse. The verse mentions many rights, ten of them actually
to be precise. Ten essential rights and duties that you are ordered to do. The first one
of the ten important rights or duties is Ibaadah to Allah and deterrence from its
opposite which is Shirk. So the author is trying to tell us the most important matter
Allah ordered and commanded is this Tawheed. The Tawheed that we have been
studying about, the Tawheed of Millat Ibraheema Haneefa, to worship Allah and to

worship Him a pure worship. The creation were created to worship in Tawheed.
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You think that We created you in play you have no purpose in this life, and that you
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are not going to be brought back to be questioned?
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Does man think that he will be left unaccounted for and neglected?



We were not created in vain, we were created to worship, to follow the ordains and
to refrain from the forbidden. The most important of all that is Tawheed. The most
important order is Tawheed. The most important matter to refrain from is Shirk.
Rest assured, all of the commands of Allah are important. Every single one of them
and all of them, all that which Allah subhaanahu wa ta’aala told us to do and what the
Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam ordered us. When it comes to legislation, it 1s all
from Allah and we talked about that earlier. However, not all of the commands of
Allah are at the same level. They are all important and they are all essential, we
cannot diminish their importance but some are more important than others. Some
Haraam (prohibitions) are worse than others and some ordains are more important
than others. The most important of all is your Tawheed and I am sure everyone got

that by now, we stressed that a lot.

Why is Tawheed important? Because you did not enter Islam except with Tawheed
and the opposite of that is what exits you out of Islam, wal-‘Iyaathu Billah. Your
ultimate success and failure relies on it. The Messengers never called for anything
before it nor did they deter from anything before deterring from the opposite of
Tawheed. When the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to send his Sahaabah.
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It was Tawheed that he ordered them to teach.

THE DEFINITION OF TAWHEED AND ‘AQEEDAH

THE DEFINITION OF TAWHEED

Now let us take the linguistic definition of Tawheed (&a g4). It is a verbal noun from

the verb Wahhada Yuwahhidu (333; 33§). Wahhada is something unified,

something that is made into one. That is the linguistic meaning. The meaning for

us, the Shar’ee meaning is to believe Allah is One with no associates and no partners,



singling out Allah Jalla Jalaalahu (AdMa Ja) with all that that is particular to Him.

You do not worship any Prophet or angel nor any creation, you single out Allah

alone in your worship, veneration, longing, love and awe. And that is the pure

Tawheed to Allah.

THE DEFINITION OF ‘AQEEDAH

Another related term commonly used in this area is ‘Aqeedah (3 &8sy, Tawheed and

‘Ageedah. We now got Tawheed, what is ‘Aqeedah? Linguistically, that comes from

the word ‘Aqad al-Jamal (Z}.’Aé&\ ﬁﬁ), tying something. When they used to tie the
camel, you say ‘Aqad al-Jamal. When you aftirm something, when you tie a knot
very tight, that is how ‘Aqgeedah has to be in your heart (which is Tawheedy. That 1s
why some refer to Tawheed as ‘Aqeedah, because you have to tie it good in your

heart, it has got to be firm. Linguistically, the word was used in the Qur’an:
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The word ‘Aqqattum (adds&) is used in its literal form in this verse. Allah does not

hold you accountable for unintentional oaths, but He holds you accountable for your

firm oaths. So you have firm oaths which is:
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Or ‘Aqd al-Yameen (Cgféol\ 325’9), and that 1s where ‘Ageedah comes from. So the

verse is trying to tell us that there is ‘Aqd al-Yameen which is the firm Yameen, and

there is (Q,.;.u:.)}\ 3¢ which is the unintended. You are held accountable for ‘Aqd al-
Yameen which is the firm Yameen that you give. So it is like tying a knot and
affirming something, that is what ‘Aqeedah is linguistically and that is where it comes

from.



THE SHAR’EE MEANING OF TAWHEED AND ‘AQEEDAH

You have to affirm your Tawheed, it has to be firm in your heart and that is why
Tawheed was called ‘Aqeedah. Now the Shar’ee meaning of ‘Aqeedah and
Tawheed, they can be used interchangeable with each other. ‘Aqeedah is Tawheed
and Tawheed 1s ‘Aqeedah, that is really the bottom line of it. ‘Aqeedah in Tawheed
means to have firm heart intent, a firm determination in the heart. You cannot have

but absolute firm belief, it has to be firm without any doubt. Any type and level of

Rayb (< which is doubt, is not allowed.
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The believers are those who believe in Allah and His Messenger, then have no

doubt. You cannot have any percentage of doubt in your Tawheed.

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TAWHEED AND ‘AQEEDAH?

Some defined ‘Ageedah as slightly broader than Tawheed. Tawheed would be
knowing the basics of your faith, what you really have to know. But then they
defined ‘Ageedah as broader in that you know the doubts, the disputes, the proofs
and how to respond to them. Meaning Tawheed is knowing the bare minimum that
you need to know with its proof and the ‘Aqeedah is a step higher over that, which
is knowing what other sects say and how to respond to it or other details that are
secondary in this area. But in reality they are both one and the terms can be used
interchangeably. Why do I say that? Because some of the Salaf named their Tawheed
books ‘Ageedah. Abu Uthman as-Saabooni Rahimahullah in his book ‘Aqeedatis-

Salaf Ashaab Al-Hadith (¢uaad) clawal cilad) 3adey, he named his book on

Tawheed ‘Aqeedah, he considered it ‘Aqeedah. The great Imam al- Laalakaa’ee

Rahimahullah, Sharh Usool I'tigaad Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Jamaa’ah ( Jal alaie) dgm\ S



aﬁl-da-“’ 43)). He had a book on Tawheed, he called it I'tiqaad (‘Ageedah). So they can

basically be used interchangeably.

TAWHEED IS TO AFFIRM AND DENY

We already went over the three types of Tawheed so there is no need to go over it.

However, one thing we need to understand is that Tawheed is not only affirmation,
Ithbaat (L)), We do not only affirm that Allah is One, that is part of it and half of

it. You cannot have Tawheed except through denial as well, which is Nafi ((&3). It

has got to go along with Ithbaat, Ithbaat and Nafi. The Tawheed of a person is not
complete if he says he bears witness to Allah alone. That is affirming (Ithbaaty and
that 1s fifty percent of it, he affirmed. He must also bear witness that none has the
right to be worshipped, except Allah. That is Nafi, that is the other fifty percent. He
must deny the right to be worshipped for everything besides Allah. He aftirms it to
Allah alone, he denies it from everyone else (that is Naf1y. That is the Tawheed

portion of the statement of the author.

THE WORST MATTER ALLAH PROHIBITED IS SHIRK

Then after he talked about Tawheed, he said about Shirk:
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The worst matter that Allah prohibited or forbade is Shirk, which is associating partners with
Him.

And then he defined Shirk:
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To invoke others beside Him, along with Him.

Keep in mind how he defined Shirk, to invoke others beside Him, along with Him.
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Of course then he mentioned the proof. Worship Allah alone and purely for Allah,

and do not associate anything along with Allah.

Remember a second ago on Tawheed, I used the proof that the author used to show

that the most important matter is Tawheed:
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When Allah gave the series of orders, we said ten orders (the rights), the first one was
pertaining to Tawheed and Shirk. That in itself is proof that the most important

warning is to Shirk, because:
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Like I said, that was a very wise choice by the author to choose this verse out of the
many in the Qur’an, to show that Tawheed is the most important and that Shirk is

the biggest forbidden.

However, similar to that verse is:
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Say oh Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, I will recite what your Lord has
prohibited upon you. You cannot join anything in worship to Allah, that is number
one and that is our point over here. Number two, you have to be good and dutiful

to your parents. Number three, do not kill your children because of poverty (they used to

kill them because of poverty), We will provide sustenance for you and them. Number four,

do not go near al-Fawaahish, what is apparent of them and what is concealed. The fifth

one 1s do not kill anyone whom Allah has forbidden.

Over here the verse mentions five of the greatest forbiddens and the one to top the
list, number one is Shirk. That is our point, Shirk is the greatest transgression. Allah

said about it:
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[t is a great, manifest transgression.

THE DEFINITION OF SHIRK

Let us take the definition of Shirk. Linguistically, Shirk comes to mean a share or a

portion. There is a Hadith that uses it linguistically:
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Whoever frees Shirkan (ISJ.CZA) of a slave. What does it mean? Whoever frees his

portion ¢his ownership) of the slave, meaning his portion of the slave.

[t also comes to mean equal.
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A Mushtarak (&’JJM) pathway means a pathway that everyone is equal in it. So it

also comes to mean equal.



Over here the author meant both the minor and major Shirk, not just the major. He

defined Shirk as:
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To call others with Him. But can only that be Shirk? He said to call (to invoke)
others with Allah. Is that how we define Shirk? Is that really the true definition and
why did he define it like that? Is it only invoking and calling others that is Shirk or is

broader than that? And why did he only use invoking or calling?

Look closely at the verse in Surat al-Jinn:
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And the Masgjids are for Allah alone, so do not invoke anyone with Allah.

He said and do not invoke. Invoking, calling, making Du’aa, it also means worship

in this verse. In this verse in Surat al-Jinn, Tad’oo (3¢ &) means worship. So why did

the author use the definition:
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He said Shirk is to invoke others with Allah, whereas Shirk can be invoking in Du’aa and it

could be in other matters of worship. The answer is Du’aa or invoking, the word Tad’ oo

(19 &) in Arabic comes in two ways and the author here meant both ways, as in the

verse in Surat al-Jinn.

TYPES OF DU’AA

Du’AA AL-MAS’ALAH
First of all is Du’aa al-Mas’alah dlwall ¢le2), which is the regular type of invoking.

When you say Yaa Allah, Yaa Kareem, Yaa ‘Afoo, that is Du’aa al-Mas’alah. When



it starts with Yaa, Harf an-Nidaa’ (¢Jalll «aya), that is Du’aa al-Mas’alah. You are

invoking Allah, you are calling on Allah. You do not say Yaa Ali, Yaa Husayn, Yaa

Badawi, we do not say that. That is the first type of Du’aa.

DuU’AA AL-IBAADAH

The second type of Du’aa is Du’aa al-Ibaadah (8aled) ¢le 2, the invocation of
Ibaadah which is every other type of Ibaadah, every other worship outside of Du’aa
@dnvocationy. Meaning everything that comes without using the call and invocation

Yaa (Harf an-Nidaa’y, is included. Like Salah, sacrifice, fear, hope and everything
like that.

So in a quick summary, Du’aa comes to mean two definitions. Du’aa of invocation,
which is preceded with the letter or word Yaa, when you call and invoke (the type
of Du’aa that we all know). The second one 1s Du’aa of worship, which is every
other type of worship. So when the author defined Shirk as invocation of others
with Him, he means all types of worship, not just the traditional, regular Du’aa that

we do. Just like it means so in the verse in Surat al-Jinn:
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WHY ARE TAWHEED AND SHIRK THE MOST ESSENTIAL MATTERS?

The bottom line of all that is the greatest matter that Allah commanded is Tawheed
and the most serious forbidden matter is Shirk. Why is it? If you look at it from every
angle, it is the most important command. For the Aakhirah, Tawheed and Shirk
determine the everlasting abode. It is either success or failure, based on your

Tawheed. Jannah is Haraam on a Mushrik. In Sahih Muslim:
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Whoever dies with Tawheed will enter Jannah and whoever dies committing Shirk

will enter Jahannam, wal-‘Iyaathu Billah.

Tawheed determines the ultimate success or the ultimate failure (Jannah or

Jahannamy.
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Whoever commits Shirk, Allah will make Jannah Haraam upon him.

So it is what determines your life after, your final destiny. Tawheed is also important

because it is the Fitrah.
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Face your face on the Deen, on Islam (in matters of worship that are internal and

external).

Haneefa, pure.
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Meaning it is the Fitrah of Allah. It is the natural instinct that Allah created people

O11.

The Hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari that everyone knows:
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In another narration:
i e
So anyone who is deficient, lacking or has a manipulated version of Tawheed, he has

a tainted Fitrah.

A third thing, Tawheed is the covenant that Allah took from the children of Adam.
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A fourth matter, Tawheed is the most essential ordain because if you were given the
choice of a universe full of wealth and luxury with Kufr or a life on tiny crumbs of

bread and Tawheed, it is Tawheed that you should choose (if you were wise).
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In Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim. Allah will tell a man from the people who were
doomed to Hell, if you were to have the globe of wealth, would you ransom that to
be out? And of course he is going to say of course Yaa Allah. Allah subhaanahu wa
ta’aala will say I asked you for much less than that, the covenant that I took upon

you, I asked you for much less than that and you refused and you committed Shirk.

Tawheed 1s also most important because, because of it Allah sent Messengers.
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That is why Allah sent the Messengers.

Another reason, Tawheed is the most important because it was for Tawheed that

Allah revealed the books.
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A Book that was revealed so that you can worship Allah.

Tawheed was the first call to people. When the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam

sent Mu’adh to Yemen:
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Let the first thing be, that you call them to Tawheed.

Tawheed is important because it is what divides people, it is what Walaa’ and Baraa’ is
founded on. So Tawheed is more important than family bonds, when it comes down to it.
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In Surat al-Mujaadilah (the Surah of Walaa’ and Baraa’), where the determining factor
between family members is Laa llaaha lllallah Muhammadar-Rasoolullah.

Tawheed is the word that makes the difference between us and the People of the Book.
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Allah says oh People of the Scripture, come to a word that is just between us and you. What
is the word that is just between us and you? The word of Tawheed.
Tawheed is the first ordain and its opposite is the first prohibition.
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The verse we mentioned earlier. So it is the first ordain and its opposite is the first

prohibition.

Tawheed is the right of Allah over us, like the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said in the Hadith:

-
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Tawheed is the most important ordain because it demolishes sin.
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Drops of Tawheed demolish and melt down mountains of sins. In the Hadith al-Qudsi, oh
son of Adam, if you were to come to Me with sins that are close to filling the entire earth
and you meet Me without ascribing any partners to Me, | would certainly forgive you. Drops
of Tawheed demolish mountains and mountains and a globe full of sins.

Tawheed is the most important command (the most essential command) because it is
means for Barakah.
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If the people of the towns had believed (which is Laa Ilaaha lllallah Muhammadar-
Rasoolullah) and had Tagwa (piety), certainly We would have opened for them the blessings
from the heavens and the earth, but they disbelieved so we took them with punishment for
what they used to do and they earned.

Tawheed is the first question in the grave.
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You see why the author said the most important is Tawheed and its opposite is the biggest
forbidden? It is the first question in the grave. The verse says Allah will keep firm those who
believe with the firm word, in this life and in the life after. The part in the life after is by
ljmaa’ of the ‘Ulamaa, the question in the grave (which is Tawheed).

Tawheed is important because in order to get intercession, the number one rule is
Tawheed.
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The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said the most fortunate of people to get my
Shafaa’ah (my intercession) on the Day of Resurrection are those who say Laa llaaha lllallah
(Tawheed) purely and sincerely from their heart.

Tawheed is the most important command or ordain because it is the way for leadership on
this earth.
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Allah promised He will certainly grant us succession (make us rulers and leaders) on this
earth, but what is the condition after the promise?
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They worship Me and commit no Shirk.

Tawheed is the most important command because it brings you content and happiness in
this world. Why do you think the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam taught Ibn Abbaas
when he was a young boy:
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If the world came to benefit you, they will not benefit you unless Allah wrote it for you. And
if the globe came after you to harm you, they will not harm you unless Allah wrote it.
Because if you and | raised our children like that (on Tawheed like that), you are going to live
a happy, content, stress free life.

We can go on and on, on why Tawheed is the number one command from Allah. And of
course impliedly included in all what | said is that if it is the most important command, then
its opposite is the number one forbidden from Allah.

TAFSEER OF THE PROOF OF THE AUTHOR

Moving on, he said:
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Let us go back to the proof that he said. We said this is a very comprehensive proof that
shows that the biggest obligation is Tawheed and the biggest forbidden is Shirk.

The verse says:
~ ® 2 g0
all) 19X )3

Who is Allah directing this speech to? Is it Muslim and Kaafir or Muslim alone? It is actually
for Muslim and Kaafir (it includes Muslim and Kaafir). It is for all mankind and it is more
specific in another verse in Surat al-Bagarah:

£Y Y By LA a8 Cull g

Oh you mankind, Allah did not say oh you who believe. When Allah mentions the Ibaadah, it
is for everybody (He is ordering everybody to do Ibaadah and worship). But when He
mentions the fruits of it, it is only for the believers.
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The benefit of the Book is only for who? Everybody? No, it is for those who are pious (the
believers) and the non believers are excluded. The order to worship goes for the Muslim and
Kaafir, but the fruits are only for those who believe.

He orders Ibaadah. What type of Ibaadah here? The Ibaadah here is not restricted, so it is
any type of Ibaadah. It is general and it is left open, so it is every Ibaadah. It is the principle,
root, foundation Ibaadah (which is Tawheed in itself) and then all secondary types of
Ibaadah (like Salah, Siyaam, Hajj, fear, love, hope and Du’aa).

The worship has to be based on Tawheed first, the pillar is Tawheed. If someone
refers to it as Ibaadah and he 1s worshipping other than Allah, it 1s null and void (it is
false Ibaadahy. It 1s not Ibaadah, it is null and void and false Ibaadah. Ibaadah without
Tawheed is like Salah without Wudhu. Just like your Salah is not accepted without
Wudhu, Ibaadah is not accepted without Tawheed. Shirk voids Tawheed, just like

breaking your Wudhu invalidates your Tahaarah (your purification).

Allah ordered us to worship Him alone, then He deterred from Shirk. He said do

not commit any Shirk.
PAURPCPSE
[t means to worship Allah alone. If they worship Allah alone, then Wa’budullah

(3\.33\ |93, in itself does not need any additions (it is sufficient in itself). That in
itself deters from Shirk, but there is also a Nafi part to assure the matter. The next

part of the verse which is the matter that we said is Nafi:
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Is to ensure that one will not associate partners in any way. It is not initiating a new concept,

it is elaborating on Wa’budullah. When He followed with this, that is to affirm. He is not

initiating a new fact, but the fact was already established right there (to worship Allah
alone). It is to ensure. That is to show the importance of Tawheed and the danger of Shirk.



Now does Shirk here include both minor and major Shirk? The verse is broad and that is how
it is best to leave it. It includes both major and minor Shirk. We spoke in the past on minor
Shirk if you remember, you can go refer back to it.

Let me give you the grammatical breakdown for those who want, to show you how Shirk is
actually general (to encompass minor and major). These are detailed grammatical benefits,
you really do not have to know them unless it interests you. Some of the brothers here are
interested in that, maybe if we do an Arabic class in the future it will become much easier to
understand.
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Shay’a (\3;31) here is Nakirah (a common noun). A common noun in the context of deterring

makes it general.
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A common noun (Nakirah) in the context of a sentence of deterring makes the matter
general, so Shay’a means everything (associating an angel, Messenger, Prophet, saint or
anything else).

The general speech in:

That is everything but to top it off more, the Nakirah Shay’a adds emphasis as well, because
this is a dangerous matter.

Through all that, keep in mind that even though the verse would have been perfectly ok
without Shay’a, it was added for emphasis because it is a dangerous matter. It is reiterated
because it is a dangerous matter, and because the proper worship cannot be completed
without staying away from all forms of Shirk (apparent and hidden), and that is an essential
factor for your Ibaadah to be accepted. And the second one is to be in accordance to the
Qur’an and Sunnah.
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Here the order is for Wujoob (< 99). Sometimes orders in the Qur’an and Sunnah are for
Wujoob and sometimes for Sunnah, here it is for Wujoob. Whoever does not worship Allah

is an arrogant Kaafir, Kaafir Mustakbir (_mtSuuwa JAIS). Whoever worships someone with
Allah (associates a partner), he is a Kaafir Mushrik (‘ﬂﬁ-n JéllS). Whoever worships Allah

alone is a sincere Muslim, a Muslim Mukhlis (ud&a eJ-u-A). That is the three categories.

THE THREE PRINCIPLES

Now let us move on. The author said:
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These are the three principles that you must know. If you are told what are the three

principles that every human is obligated to know, know your Lord, your religion and your
Prophet.

And as you can seg, this is the core and this is the heart of the book. What we took so far in
this chapter, that is just an introduction to the heart of the book which is the main part.

THE DEFINITION OF UsooL

What are the three principles in Arabic? It is called Usool (dya‘), that is what the book is

named after. Usool means something which other things are built, founded or based on.
il Jual
The trunk of a tree, where branches spring from.
Shaal) Jual

The foundation of the wall.

WHY DID THE AUTHOR USE A QUESTION FORMAT?



The author introduced this part of the book in a question form, which he did not do in the
past two chapters. He said and if you are asked, and why did he do it like that? Because it is
important of course and he wanted to draw attention like that, and it is a tactic used by
writers, scholars and ‘Ulamaa (the question and answer format). It is a change and it is a
good style. It draws attention and gets your attention, instead of the systematically laying
out of information that is used by many educators, so that is a good way to draw attention.
However, | believe the reason the author initiated this portion of the booklet in a question
and answer like format unlike the previous two chapters, is possibly because these three
guestions (principles) are the ones you are going to be asked about, so it suits it that he
brought it in a question form. Everyone is going to be asked about it. Every human being
and every Jinn is going to be asked about it and the answer is what will determine if one is
wretched or happy. When you are asked about them in the grave, it is in a Q and A form, so
it is very thoughtful to start this section off by making it a question.

LIVING AND DYING BY TAWHEED

Everyone needs to know these questions. Learned, illiterate, educated, layman, it does not
matter. Happiness and failure in both worlds depends on these principles.
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The verse we took earlier. These are the questions that your Tawheed is based on. Anyone
can memorise them, we would have only had to do five minutes in the first class and we
would have been done if that was all of Tawheed. Memorising these questions is part of it.
Applying them and living and dying by them, that is the kind of Tawheed that we want. That
is why the author did not just say here, there are these three principles, he gave a strong
introduction before he mentioned the three principles. Remember we talked about
Haneefiyyah and Millat Ibraheem, and just earlier today about how important Tawheed is
and how dangerous Shirk is.

Like | said, if you get nothing out of Tawheed except that you say it on your deathbed (Laa
llaaha lllallah), then you have succeeded (you have got all you needed). That is the biggest
change right there. If you live by it and you die by it, and you pass over the first hurdle in
this life, the first hurdle of the life after is the grave.

THE FIRST HURDLE OF THE LIFE AFTER IS THE GRAVE
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In Sunan at-Tirmidhi. The grave is the first hurdle or the first stage of the Hereafter.
Whoever is saved from it, whatever comes after it will be easier. But if he is not saved from
it, whatever comes after it is going to be even worse.

So you pass the first hurdle in this life when you say Laa llaaha lllallah on your deathbed,
Inshaa Allah we all say it, now the second hurdle which is in the first stage of the life after.
The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said | have never seen a scene but the grave is more
frightening than it. Tawheed is your way out of it, Tawheed is your means to get through it.
Tawheed and namely these three questions, these three questions in the grave are like the
relationship between a heart and a body, pertaining to your life in the grave (the life in the
Barzakh). Just like the status and well being of the body depends on a healthy heart, the
status and well being of the life after depends on what happens in the grave with those
guestions. If it is good and you pass the questions, whatever is after it is better. And if not,
wal-‘lyaathu Billah whatever is after it is worse.

When the most cherished, loved ones put the dirt over the deceased, the deceased hears
the footsteps of those walking away and two angels come. They sit him and ask him and at
this point, your means of rescue in the stomach of the earth, lonely in the grave under the
dirt, is Tawheed (what you did in Tawheed). After the soul is restored to the body, the
fearsome, the scary angels (Munkar and Nakeer) come for interrogation, and this is Al-Usool
Ath-Thalaathah. They sit someone up and they ask him who is your Lord? The believing soul
will say my Lord is Allah. What is your religion? My religion is Islam. Who is the man who
was sent amongst you? And it is Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Quickly goes over
them. He studied Tawheed, he lived and died by Tawheed and that is the first stage. If he is
healthy in that stage then that is it, after that it is going to be better. Then they will ask him
how did you get this knowledge? What was the source of your knowledge? And he will reply
| have read the Book of Allah, | believed in it and | declared it to be true. That portion of the
Hadith is in Sahih al-Bukhari.

Now if he is among the evil ones wal-‘lyaathu Billah, who is your Lord? Ha Ha, | do not know.
Alas, Alas, | do not know. What is your religion? Ha Ha, | do not know. Nas’alullah Salaamah.
What about the Messenger sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam? Ha Ha, | do not know. He does not
know, but note what he says. He says | do not know but | used to say what the people used
to say, and it will be told to him you did not know nor did you take the guidance (meaning
the guidance of the Qur’an). The people who pass will be told, look at your place in
Paradise. They will see an opening in the grave and they will see their place in Paradise, and
they will be told that is what is awaiting you. The dead person (both righteous and not



righteous) will see both places. After not answering, the non believer will be hit with an iron
hammer between his ears, and with a force that is so violent that it will crumble a mountain.
He will cry and that cry will be heard by whatever approaches him, except the human being
and Jinn. A call is then heard from Heaven, he lied so spread out the carpets of Hell for him
and take him to his place in Hell, Nas’alullah Salaamah.
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Then after that, ugly beings wearing ugly garments and giving out foul, offensive odours
come to the disbelieving soul. They say be grieved with what displeases you (and of course
the opposite is true for the righteous), this is the day that you have been promised, this is
the day we told you about. He is going to ask who are you? Your face is so ugly, it looks like
evil. And that person will say, | am your wicked deeds. We do not want to go through the
whole Hadith but of course for the believer, the opposite is true.
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They are exposed to the fire morning and afternoon and on that Day when the Hour will be
established, Fir'awn and his people will be entering the severest punishment.
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The grave has a squeeze, if anyone was to be relieved from it, it would have been Sa’d lbn
Mu’adh.
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In Bukhari and Muslim the man about whom the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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The throne of Allah shook for his death.

He lived from thirty to thirty six in Islam. He died thirty six years old and six years was his
age in Islam. Seventy thousand angels were in his funeral procession and the throne of Allah



shook when he died. If anyone was to be relieved from that squeeze, it would be Sa’d Ibn
Mu’adh. Scary, terrifying, but what is slightly comforting is what Abul-Qaasim as-Sa’di in his

book Ar-Rooh (ij\) said, no one is relieved from the squeeze of the grave except the

righteous. They get a simple squeeze and then it is eased, but the disbelievers will get an on
going, everlasting, powerful squeeze. Life on Tawheed, living, surviving and dying on it so
you can be resurrected on it is our goal Inshaa Allah.

| do not think | will here next week, | have some lectures to do. But my hope Inshaa Allah
Ta’aala is that we finish within less than ten classes, within ten classes we will have this book
done. And either at the end of January or February | do not have as many other obligations
and lectures, so we can probably have two per week and we can finish this book.
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So Inshaa Allah stay posted for the announcements and like | said it will probably be within
less than ten classes that we finish this book, maybe eight, it depends on the timing of each
class. | am saying this to keep you inspired, do not give up hope. If you have reached this far,
there is only a little bit left. And after that we will discuss with you and Inshaa Allah our
brothers and sisters who follow us online, what other books they favour.



