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Question: What's a Sign That my Ramadan was Accepted?

When one completes an 'lbadah, it’s good to pause and reflect as to
whether he’s among the winners or losers. It was mentioned that ‘Ali << (] 2,
and also Ibn Mas'ld 4 <0l &2, used to say at the end of Ramadan, “Whose
deeds are accepted so we can congratulate him? And who were those who were
deprived, so we can console him?” A sign of an accepted Ramadan — and this is
not just pertaining to Ramadan, it pertains to the other various 'lbadat, and it’s
not one sign, it’s many signs — one of the signs is making Du'a that Allah 4l
JSladg accepts your 'Ibadah. Allah Jladg 4w does not reject such sincere Du'a
after an 'Ilbadah is completed. Ibn Rajab Al-Hanbali mentioned that Mu’allah Ibn
Al-Fadhl stated that they used to make Du'a for six months after Ramadan that
Allah Jladg 4l accepts their Ramadan.
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Even though that statement doesn’t specify it was the Sahabah and it’s
mentioned with no chain, that concept is accurate. The Salaf used to make Du'a
that Allah Jlig 4l accepts their deeds. Makhil and Yahya Ibn Abi Kathir Al-
Yamam At-Ta’i used to make Du'a pertaining to Ramadan:
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MES e 41235 means, “O Allah Jig 4lws, accept Ramadan from us.” And that
Du'a is mentioned as a Hadith, but it’s weak. When it’s attributed to the
Messenger of All3h &5 it's weak, but it is a statement of some of the Salaf.
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General Ahadith support asking Allah (a9 4l to accept an 'lbadah that you
perform. The Messenger & — The Messenger &! — would ask Allah Jlxis 4l
to accept his deeds.
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O Allah, I ask you for beneficial knowledge, goodly provision, and accepted deeds.?

When Ibrahim pddl 4de and Isma’1l edludl 4de were doing the mighty task of
raising the foundation of the Ka’bah by an order from Allah 9 dilowws, they
asked that Allah 9 4w accepts from them.
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And [mention] when Abraham was raising the foundations of the House and [with him]
Ishmael, [saying], "Our Lord, accept [this] from us. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the
Knowing.?

Making Du'a that Allah Jlig 4w accepts the deed that your performed after
you completed it is a sign of the deed being accepted insha’Allah.

And another sign of a deed or an 'Ibadah being accepted or of Ramadan
being accepted is actually asking this question. No matter how sincere and in
accordance one feels his 'lbadah was, no matter how mighty it is, even if it’s
giving his life for the sake of Allah Jlxig 4l=.w, one should always feel poor to the
Mercy of Allah Jlaig 4= and one should always fear that their 'lbadah may not
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be accepted. Allah Jlaiy 4w praised those who do 'lbadat and deeds and, at
the same time, fear that their deeds may not be accepted, so it’s a sign of the
deed being accepted, because you're praised by Allah Jlxig 4l
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And they who give what they give while their hearts are fearful because they will be
returning to their Lord.?

A praise to those who do deeds, while their hearts are full of fear, whether those
deeds were accepted or not. A’ishah s ] 2 asked the Messenger %5 about
that verse. She said, “Is that verse about those who commit sins, like drink alcohol
and steal and commit adultery?” The Messenger &8 said, “No, daughter of the
Siddiq! They’re the ones who do good deeds. The ones who fast and give charity
and make Salah, but they fear that those deeds will not be accepted.”
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Rather it is a man who fasts and gives charity and prays, but he fears that those will not
be accepted from him.*

Fearing that your Ramadan, Hajj, or Jihad, or any 'lbadah is not going to be
accepted is a mighty sign of its acceptance insha’Allah.

Another sign is the deed, that accepted deed, being followed with other
deeds. Accepted deeds are pregnant with more deeds. Allah Jlig dil>www said,
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As for he who gives and fears Allah
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And believes in the best [reward],
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We will ease him toward ease.”

Those who give in charity and have Tagwa and believe in the Husna,
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We will ease him toward ease.®

Some of the Salaf said syl 853543 means the reward for a good deed, for an
accepted deed, is performing other good deeds following that one. A deed is like
a seed that you plant. You plant that seed, and it becomes a tree by the will of
Allah Jlig 4w — the tree being the accepted deed. The tree produces more
seeds as a means of reproduction. Accepted 'lbadat, accepted deeds, reproduce
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and shed more deeds as an early reward and sign from Allah Jlig dil>w. Many
verses indicate this.
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And Allah increases those who were guided, in guidance,”
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And those who are guided - He increases them in guidance and gives them their
righteousness.®

”

When one does an accepted 'lbadah, a second 'lbadah comes and says, “Do me,
and a third 'lbadah comes and says, “Do me,” and a fourth one says, “Come and
do me.” If Allah Ji9 4w accepts an 'Ibadah from you, He'll facilitate other
unexpected 'lbadat that will come to you from ways you never perceived, and
He’ll keep you away from sins even if they come close to you.

Let the limbs that did 'lbadat in Ramadan follow with more 'lbadat after
Ramadan. Don’t let the eyes that shed tears in Ramadan in fear and in hope of
Allah Jldg 4w, in Du'a and in recitation of the Qur'an — don’t use them for
Haram after Ramadan. The feet that walk to obedience to Allah Jlxig 4l and
stood in obedience to Allah in Ramadan, don’t use them for Haram after
Ramadan. The tongue that recited in Ramadan and did Adhkar and 'Ilbadah and
Du'a, don’t use it for slander and backbiting after Ramadan. One who fasted
Ramadan then followed it with sister deeds, like for example, the six days of
Shawwal, that’s insha’Allah a sign of an accepted Ramadan.
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After an accepted Ramadan, one will feel the need to fast, for example,
every Monday and Thursday all year long. After an accepted Ramadan, one
doesn’t stop Qiyam Al-Layl, rather he continues the Qiyam all year long. He
continues with daily recitation of the Qur’an all year long. Or he used to slander
or backbite, he stopped it in Ramadan — he doesn’t go back to it after Ramadan.
Accepted deeds, accepted 'Ibadat, an accepted Ramadan, yearns and cries and
shouts for sister deeds after it. From the mercy and grace of Allah Jlxig dilwws is
that when He accepts a deed, He opens gates to follow up 'Ibadat in deeds to
honor that servant and to bring him closer to him in the Dunya and in the Akhirah.

Another sign of Ramadan and 'lbadat being accepted is that one sees the
deeds as something minor, no matter how much one exerts of effort in the
'Ibadah, he sees it as something minor. The Sahabah sacrificed their souls cheaply
for the sake of Allah Jlaig 4w and never got conceited. In fact, they wished
that they could give more. If you worshipped Allah g il every millisecond
of Ramadan — you didn’t slumber or sleep, you performed back-to-back 'lbadat
— never let vanity or conceit get to you, because that rendered deeds fruitless
and in vain. Allah Jli9 4~ ordered the Messenger,
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O you who covers himself [with a garment],
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Arise and warn.
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And your Lord glorify.
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And your clothing purify.
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And keep away from Ar-Rujz (the idols)!
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And give not a thing in order to have more (or consider not your deeds of obedience to
Allah as a favor to Him).°

From the moment that was revealed to the Messenger &, he & did back-to-back
Da’wabh, 'Ibadah, and Jihad and he had patience throughout all that among the
other various 'lbadat and deeds that he did. Pride, arrogance, vanity never crept
into his blessed, pure heart & despite the mighty deeds that he had undertaken.
The more deeds a believer is blessed by Allah Jlxi9 4w to perform, the more it
humbles him to Allah Jlig 4w and that’s an indication of their acceptance. In
those verses [starting with] yv\.iJT Lef\lss, Allah Jlis e then says, ASGas sl Vs,
Some Mufassirin, including Al-Hasan Al-Basri, said it means s 0iSud cllos el Y
by, “Don’t think with your deeds you have a favor over Allah (\aig 4w, ”

Another sign of an accepted Ramadan is following it up with Istighfar.
Istighfar is an established 'lbadah after many 'Ibadat. After the Fard Salah, it’s
Sunnah to say Astaghfirullah. After Qiyam Al-Layl, it’s a Sunnah.
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and those who seek forgiveness before dawn.*°

In the other verse,
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And in the hours before dawn they would ask forgiveness...!!

After Hajj — after Hajj! — when one is pure and free from sins as pure and free as
the day that his mother gave birth to him, it’s still Sunnah to do Istighfar.
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Then depart from the place from where [all] the people depart and ask forgiveness of
Allah.*?

Istighfar is an abandoned Sunnah after the recitation of the Qur’an. After the
recitation of the Qur’an, it’s Mustahabb to say,

O Allah, You are free from every imperfection; praise be to You. There is no deity worthy
of worship except You; | ask Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance

10 [3:17]
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Ul ogilg Hyaannl is Istighfar. We all have shortcomings when we do our deeds
and 'lbadat. Allah (g 4l said,
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So take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness.?

Allah ordered Istigamah. Istigamah is obedience to Allah Jlaiy 4w, He said
1340854065 — He ordered obedience — and then He said to do Istighfar. What’s the
relationship between the two? There are always shortcomings in obedience, so
Allah Jlaig 4= blessed us with Istighfar as a form of reparation for our
shortcomings in our obedience and in our worship to Allah g Al Istighfar
transforms the deficiency in an 'lbadah, in a deed, in Ramadan into a complete
deed. Istighfar after an 'Ibadah removes any arrogance, conceit, and vanity from
the worshipper’s heart after performing that 'Ilbadah. It humbles one. When
righteous believers perform deeds and their deeds increase, Istighfar needs to
increase as well. One may think it’s the opposite but that’s not true. When the
deeds increase, the Istighfar increases. The more Istighfar that follows a deed, the
more likeness that that deed is an accepted one. May Allah Jlay 4l keep you
steadfast on Tawhid. May Allah =g 4l accept your fasting, your Qiyam and
all your 'lbadat. May Allah Jlig 4l make you among those whose necks are
free from Jahannam and may Allah (g 4l grant you the blessing of many

more Ramadans to come.
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