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Question: Can Zakat Al-Fitr be given in cash?

No, Zakat Al-Fitr can’t be given in cash. Giving it in cash renders it an
ordinary charity, not Zakat Al-Fitr, because you didn’t follow the proper rules for
this ‘Ibadah. It must be given in food the way the Messenger & specified it. If
you’ve given it in cash this year, you still have some time to amend the mistake by
giving it properly, because the proper timing for Zakat Al-Fitr is one or two days
before the end of Ramadan, and the best timing for it is after sunset on the last
day of Ramadan all the way until right before Salat Al-‘Eid. Giving Zakat Al-Fitr
after Salat Al-‘Eid is another mistake that renders this an ordinary charity and not
Zakat Al-Fitr. Keep in mind though, if you give cash to a trustworthy relative or
trustworthy person or a trustworthy organization, and you delegate to them the
task of buying food for poor people on your behalf, that’s permissible. That’s not
considered giving it in cash because the poor person is receiving food, not the
money. You’'re just delegating the task to someone else to do it on your behalf,
and that’s permissible.

In matters like this, you tend to always hear the argument that “some
Shaykh allowed it” or “some Shaykh said it’s permissible”, and that's very similar
to what | mentioned pertaining to the earlier question about whether a Wali is
required for Nikah or not. Sincere Ulama’ who do the best in their ljtihad with
what they have of proof and they side the truth in that, they’re rewarded
insha’Allah, but you're not rewarded for following what they sided the truth in if
you know that they’re wrong in it. Using that argument — that some Ulama’ said
it’s okay — on this specific matter, is over a thousand years old. And that
argument can be dismantled by a statement from Imam Ahmad = 4l da>) on
this specific matter, and it can be used for other similar Fighi Masa'il. Imam
Ahmad Jl 40l da>) said you can’t give cash for Zakat Al-Fitr. Someone told him,
“But ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz allowed it.” Imam Ahmad Jlx3 bl da>) said, “They
leave the saying of the Messenger & and they say so-and-so said it's permissible.”
Then he mentioned Hadtith Ibn ‘Umar on this matter, the Hadith that’s in Sahth Al-
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Bukhari and Muslim, that the Messenger & prescribed Zakat Al-Fitr as one S3' of
dates and one Sa' of barley.
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The Messenger of Allah (#8) prescribed Zakat Al-Fitr one Sa' of dates or one Sa' of
barley...2

And then Imam Ahmad recited,
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Obey Alldh and obey the Messenger...?

That’s absolutely all that needs to be said on this matter. That statement by Imam
Ahmad Jla 40l da> is all that needs to be said on this matter. It should stop right
here. Ash-Shafi'm Jlas 40l do>) said that it's by Ijma’ that if the Sunnah becomes
apparent and clear to someone, they can’t leave it to the saying of anyone else.
Giving Zakat Al-Fitr in food is what the Messenger &8 clearly ordered.
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The Messenger of Allah (#3) prescribed Zakat Al-Fitr one Sa' of dates or one Sa' of
barley...

1 Muslim: 984b
2 [5:92]
3 Muslim: 984b
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What’s the meaning of the Messenger & specifying a Sa' of dates and S3' of
barley if that’s not what’s intended? The Messenger & clarified what’s obligatory
— Zakat Al-Fitr is obligatory. Then, he specified what’s obligatory. Specification
indicates you must adhere to what he specified, otherwise, mentioning those
items would have no purpose and no meaning. And if cash was allowed, the
Messenger # would have added at the end, “or you can give their value in cash.”
It was the understanding of the best generation, the first generation, the Sahabah
e Al w2 — who had the purest, best understanding of this Din — it was their
understanding to give Zakat Al-Fitr in food. Ibn ‘Abbas lagis il > gave a speech
saying, “Sadaqat Al-Fitr is a Sa' of food.” We don't know anyone who stood up
and said, “No, Ibn ‘Abbas. You’re wrong.” Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri said, “We used to
give a Sa' of food.”
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We used to take out as the Zakat Al-Fitr one Sa' of grain, or one Sa' of barley or one Sa'
of dates, or one Sa' of cheese or one Sa' of raisins.*

We used to give Zakat Al-Fitr as one Sa' of food or one Sa' of Sha’ir (which is
barley) or one Sa' of Tamr (which is dates) or one Sa' of Aqit (cottage cheese), or a
Sa' of Zabib (which is dried grapes). That's what they gave for Zakat Al-Fitr. One
needs to understand the basic principle/rule about ‘Ibadat in order to understand
this specific issue. Zakat Al-Fitr is classified as an ‘Ibadah. It’s a worship. Acts of
worship are Tawqifiyyah. 42345 wlsball. That means they can only come to us
from the Shar’i text, the Qur’an and Sunnah, and they must be performed
according to how they were prescribed upon us, because Islam is complete.

4 Muslim: 985a



Ramadan Q&A 28 | Can Zakat Al-Fitr Be Paid in Cash?

o S. oS S orof -~ o000

N> Nkl

This day I have perfected for you your religion...”

There’s nothing that draws one closer to Jannah and distances one from
Jahannam except that it’s been explained to us. The One who legislated this
mighty, great act of worship is the All-Wise, the All-Aware. He'’s the All-Knowing of
the conditions of His servants and what’s best for them.
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Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Aware? ©

The proofs show that the Messenger & explained to us that Zakat Al-Fitr should
be given in food. Making ljtihad in a matter like this — making the ljtihad to
replace the food with cash — is making ljtihad in a matter that has clear proof on
it, and that’s opposing the proof. And the Messenger &2 told us
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He who did any act for which there is no sanction from our behalf, that is to be rejected.”

Whoever does an act that we haven’t commanded, it's rejected. And the
circumstances during the Messenger &’s time are similar to our circumstances in

5[5:3]
6[67:14]
7 Muslim: 1718b
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this matter. They had poor people, and we have poor people. They had cash, we
have cash. There were poor people during the Messenger &'s time who needed
to feed themselves and their animals, they needed shelter and housing, and they
needed dowry to get married. They also had gold and silver coins as currency back
then. Follow along with me to get the point that I’'m trying to make. They had
poor people with needs like we have today. They had currency, we have currency.
And the Messenger &8 is described as,
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It is not but a revelation revealed.®

He’s revelation that’s revealed, and he was given the specialty of Jawami’ Al-
Kalam — he would give short expressions that carried the widest meanings. He
could've said one should give a Sa' of dates or a Sa' of barley for Zakat Al-Fitr, or
their equivalent in gold or silver, but we don't have a single authentic, Marfd’
narration by the Messenger & where he allowed anything other than food. In
fact, it would have been permissible to give cash if the Messenger & permitted it
once only, or if he saw someone giving Zakat Al-Fitr in gold or silver once and
didn’t object, or if he knew of it being given in gold or silver and didn’t say
anything, or of course, if he approved it, but none of that ever happened. So let
me summarize that point. When the poor people back then had the needs that
poor people today have, they had currency back then that we have, yet the
Messenger & didn’t mention cash as an option, we practice that ‘lbadah exactly
as the Messenger & taught us.

Some say the poor need money instead of food, so we should give it to
them as money. What you need to understand is that Islam is an entire system. It
left nothing out. They allege in argument for giving cash, they say, “The poor
person doesn’t need food today. He needs help with his rent and clothes, he needs

8[53:4]
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help rebuilding his house, so we give him cash.” That’s great, give him cash! But
that comes from another budget — the budget of Zakat Al-Mal, not Zakat Al-Fitr.
Pull that out of your 2.5% Zakat Al-Mal and give it to that poor person for rent,
marriage, shelter, and so on. Or pull it from the general Sadagah that’s
recommended in the Qur’and the Sunnah. Give it to him from that, not from the
Zakat Al-Fitr. If you work for a company, you know they have budgets. They have
budgets and they have accounts for various types of expenditures. They have
budgets for wages, for rent, for equipment, for marketing and advertising, for
maintenance and supplies. If an accountant or employee uses an account
dedicated for wages to pay for maintenance, that jas its own account and budget,
he’s going to have issues with his boss. Eventually, it’s going to be a financially
disorganized company, and it may go bankrupt. Allah (g 4l has the most
supreme examples. He gave us the infallible guidance to live by and we must
apply it according to how He ordered us. Zakat Al-Fitr is for the purpose that the
Messenger #5 specified it for.
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...and to feed the poor.®

Food for the poor. That in and of itself is proof that it must be food. oSlaal) 331125
The wisdom behind it is food for the poor. Zakat Al-Fitr is consoling the poor
person on the ‘Eid to relieve them from the humiliation of asking for food on the
day of ‘Eid or the three days after that, so he can spend his joyous day and days
after that with food for himself and his family without having to ask others for it.
Zakat Al-Mal is a different resource that Allah Jlai9 4= established for other
needs that are detailed in Surat At-Tawbah in verse sixty. You can use that budget
for other purposes.

9 Ibn Majah: 1827
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As-Sadaqat are only for the Fugara’ (poor), and Al-Masakin (the poor) and those
employed to collect (the funds), and to attract the hearts of those who have been
inclined (towards Islam), and to free the captives, and for those in debt, and for Allah’s
Cause (i.e. for Mujahidin - those fighting in a holy battle), and for the wayfarer (a
traveler who is cut off from everything)...1°

You also have another option. Sadaqgat At-Tatawu’, the greatly encouraged
charities that are recommended in the Qur’an and Sunnah. You can use that to
give the poor person. The needs of the poor are diverse, so ‘Allam Al-Ghuyub
ordered various types of Zakah to make sure the poor people get what satisfies all
their various needs. If you say, “But they need clothes instead of food, they need
to rebuild their houses,” no doubt about that. Get that from the right budget.

Also, something to keep in mind is that Zakat Al-Fitr is a symbol of
Ramadan. It’s a Sha’irah of this Din. When | was younger in Madinah, in the last
few days before Ramadan was over, they would set up temporary stands all over
the city to sell Muslims a Sa' of the food that they’re supposed to give Zakah in
and it was a beautiful sight to see. People buying that Sa' of food and then you
would see them driving and walking in neighborhoods passing it out. I'm not sure
if it’s still like that or not, but it was such a beautiful symbol to see. When you give
that Zakah in cash, that buries that beautiful, seasonal, Ramadanic symbol. And a
final thought on this matter is that all the Ulama’ of Ahl As-Sunnah, from the
beginning to the end, agree that if you give this Zakah in food it's accepted.
There’s no dispute on that. The Ulama’ dispute whether it can be given in cash as
I’'ve explained, and | explained what's correct. Why would you leave what has no
doubt to that which has doubt? The Messenger & said leave what’s doubtful to

1079:60]
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that which is not doubtful, and you flip it around by giving the Zakat Al-Fitr in
cash.



