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Question: Is it permissible to seek Tawassul through one's good deeds
or is that Shirk? Will the reward for the deed one seeks Tawassul in
decrease due to one asking Alldh =i s 4ls by virtue of that deed? Can
you seek an answer to a Du'a through Tawaasul to achieve multiple,

different worldly gains through the same deed?

That’s three questions in one. We'll take them individually. The first one is:
Is it permissible to seek Tawassul through one's good deeds or is that Shirk?

The question is referring to one using his righteous acts, his deeds, as a
Wasilah when making Du'a. And example would be, someone feels that they
performed a sincere ‘Ibadah, a sincere worship, a sincere deed sometime in their
past, then that person falls into a predicament or trial or they need something, so
they ask Allah (39 4w along the lines of, “YaAllah, | did so-and-so for Your
sake, and Your sake only, so grant me this,” or “relieve me from that.” That's
asking Allah Jlis 4l through good deeds and that's called Jealb 40 41 Juo g3l
mUall. That’s permissible. In fact, Ibn Taymiyyah Jls <0l 40>y said there is no
dispute pertaining to its permissibility, meaning it’s an Ijma’ and it’s not Shirk
because there's proof permitting that. And lbn Taymiyyah mentioned the two
verses,
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O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness] to Him...?
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And the verse,
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Those whom they invoke seek means of access to their Lord, [striving as to] which of
them would be nearest, and they hope for His mercy and fear His punishment.?

There are many examples in the Ad’iyyah verses of the Qur’an that many pass
through without noticing that they’re actually this type of Du'a.
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And they say, "We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is
the [final] destination.'

In that verse, in that Du'a, they’re seeking Wasilah through their submission to
the orders of Allah Jlig 4. The deed is that they’re prepared to carry out
what's asked of them without any hesitation. Their submission to Allah 4w
Sl is the deed, because they said, “We hear, we obey,” U.S.EE Uas. That's the
deed they're seeking Wasilah in. What are they seeking or asking for through that
deed? @bb.o.’c— Allah Jlig 4lx’s forgiveness. In another verse,

\

iv 13N

Ty oMosr SO E s Gr

gl 4 BT 0, BT, SI5 T e T

2[17:57]
3[2:285]



Ramadan Q&aA (17-19) | Tawassul by Virtue of Good Deeds

Our Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have followed the messenger [i.e.,
Jesus], so register us among the witnesses [to truth]."

The Du'a of the Hawariyyin. They said we believe in what you sent down, Ya
Allah, and we follow the Messenger. That's the deed that they’re seeking
Tawassul in, what are they asking for?
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So register us among the witnesses [to truth].

Write us among those who bear witness, put our names among the names of
those who testify to the truth, those who acknowledge Tawhid, those who
believed in the Messengers, those who followed the commands and refrained
from the forbidden. There are other opinions on what UJA@_uJT e GG means
that the Mufassirin mentioned it, but it’s not our topic here right now. Now our
point is that in those verses there's a deed that they asked Allah Jlxig 4w
through, and there are other verses like that.

The Hadith that everyone knows in Sahth Al-Bukhari where the Messenger
#B taught us about the three men from among the people before us. They
entered a cave and a big rock fell and rolled down, closing the opening of the
cave. They told each other that nothing can move this rock except by invoking
Allah Jlsg 4l by means of a righteous deed that they’ve done for the sake of
Allah Jlig dlxww. That's exactly what Tawassul in good deeds is. One of them
said, “Ya Allah, | provided for my old parents and my family, my children. And |
would always provide for my parents before my children, until one day | came
home late only to find my parents sleeping.” He said, “I didn’t want to provide for
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my family before my parents, so | waited over my parents with a bowl of milk in
my hand until they woke up in the morning. Ya Allah if | did that for Your sake and
Your sake only, remove the rock and free us from the cave.” The rock shifted a
little bit, but it wasn’t enough for them to leave. The second one said, “/ had a
cousin and | loved her dearly and | wanted to have sexual relationship with her,
but she refused me until she fell on hard times. | agreed to help her in exchange
for a sexual relationship with her.” He said, “When | was about to fulfill the desire,
she reminded me that it was forbidden.” So he left her and left the money with
her to keep. He said, “Ya Allah, if | left that for Your sake and Your sake only
remove the rock and free us from the cave.” So, the rock shifted a little bit, but it
wasn’t enough for them to leave. The third one said, “Ya Allah, | had employees
and one day one of my employees left without taking his wages, so | invested
those wages for him and it turned out to be a herd. So he came back asking for his
wages.” He said, “I told him ‘That entire herd is yours.”” The employee said, “Don’t
mock me and just give me what you owe me.” So he ended up giving him the
entire herd which was the result of the investment of his simple wages. The
employee took the entire herd and left nothing. He said, “Ya Allah, if | did that for
Your sake and Your sake only, remove the rock and free us from the cave.” The
rock shifted enough for them to leave. So the Hadith is as clear as can be on
permitting Du'a through righteous deeds that one does. And the deeds that one
seeks Tawassul through are not limited to the examples that are mentioned in the
Hadith; it's any righteous deed that one does, and it could be to attain matters of
the Dunya or matters of the Akhirah. In fact, among the biggest deeds one can
seek Tawassul in is one's Tawhid. The verses | mentioned,

o ~- sF 0 P& o -

- @ e. s 7 oAos S 0L G @ pu— 4

Our Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have followed the messenger [i.e.,
Jesus], so register us among the witnesses [to truth]."
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The other verse,
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Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive us our sins...

And the other verse,
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Our Lord, indeed we have heard a caller [i.e., Prophet Muhammad (88)] calling to faith,
[saying], 'Believe in your Lord," and we have believed.”

They ask Allah Jig 4= through the deed of being Muwahiddin, responding to
the call of Tawhid, and they ask Allah (39 4w through that deed to forgive
them among other things. They said Gst3 | Cslz.

One can seek Tawassul through his love of Allah 9 4ilwww and through
the love of the Messenger &, or deeds like being dutiful to one's parents, the
recitation of the Qur’an, ordaining the good and forbidding the evil and being
patient on that, Hajj, Siyam, or Salah. The mightiest, greatest deed is to seek
Tawassul in one being a steadfast stranger on Tawhid, especially when it’s so
difficult that it feels worse than one grasping on a red, hot ember. Beloyaling the
Muwahiddin, the Mujahidin, and the prisoners whom the entire globe neglected
and turned against is not a deed that one should underestimate. It’s a mighty
deed that one can seek Wasilah in. Salah is a mighty deed because it’s an ‘Ibadah
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intertwined with many other ‘Ibadat. Salah includes the recitation of the Qur’an,
Rukd’ (bowing), prostration, Du'a, humility, hope, submission, repentance, and
reverence. And after the obligatory Salawat, Qiyam Al-Layl. Qiyam Al Layl is a
mighty ‘Ibadah that one can seek Tawassul in because of its honorable status in
Islam, and because one abandons his comfort and sleep to stand and bow and
prostrate and supplicate to Allah Jlxig dloe,

When one is in a difficulty or in a trial, may Allah Jlig 4> save you all
from that, and he asks Allah 39 4l through a sincere deed that he did while
he was at ease, Allah Jlxig 4w will never let him down. This type of Du'a is not
only permissible, but it’s encouraged, and it increases the acceptance of the Du'a.
When the terms are chosen properly, as in the examples that | mentioned, it’s
actually showing humility to Allah Jlaig 4l It’s not a form of showing a favor
over Allah Jlxig 4l nor being arrogant.

Will the reward for the deed one seeks Tawassul in decrease due to one
asking Allah 39 4l by virtue of that deed?

The second question under that was: Will the reward for the deed one
seeks Tawassul in decrease due to one asking Allah Jlx9 4l by virtue of that
deed? There are scenarios pertaining to this question, and each has a different
ruling One scenario is when one performs an ‘Ibadah completely for the Sake of
Allah Jladg 4l with no hope or thought for any Dunya return whatsoever. He
sees a desperate person who's hungry and he gives him food. He sees someone
thirsty, and he gives them water for the sake of Allah Jlxig 4. They made Du'a
for oppressed Muslims or imprisoned Muslims — Muslims who the entire globe
abandoned or turned against. Or one is a stranger steadfast on Tawhid enduring
harm. All those are deeds. When they did those deeds, they never had any
thought or hope of any Dunya benefit whatsoever. As the days and years go by,
that person falls into a calamity or they’re in need of something, and then they
remember one of those deeds that they did for the sake of Allah Jlig dil>xw, so
they say Ya Allah, | did this deed for Your sake and Your sake only, so cure so-and-
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so, or cure me, or grant me this. Ya Allah | gave a charity to a desperate person. Ya
Allah, | gave it for Your sake and Your sake only, so grant me this or save me from
that. The reward in such a scenario is not diminished. Why? Because when the
person initially performed the ‘Ibadah, he did it totally for the sake of Allah 4l>w
JSlaig, with no thought to any Dunya benefit whatsoever.

The second scenario is when one does an ‘Ibadah or a righteous deed for
the sake of Allah Jlxig 4ilwww, but he also wants to reap a Dunya benefit. He
intentionally wants to use that deed as a Wasilah in his Du'a to attain something
in this Dunya. He gave a charity for the sake of Allah a9 4w, so later on he
can use that in his Du'a as a Wasilah for a Dunya matter. There’s no sin because
it’s an accepted form of ‘Ibadah — we established that — and Allah (g 4l
doesn’t sin for what He permits. But since he gets or wants a Dunya benefit, the
reward is detracted.

Some state that Allah Jlxig 4l is too generous to diminish the reward in
such a scenario, and we say Allah Jlig 4w is generous but He’s also just.
Someone whose initial intention was to do it for the sake of Allah, and then to use
that as a Wasilah to ask Allah Jig 4w for a Dunya matter is not like someone
whose initial intention was to do it for the sake of Allah Jlxig 4w completely,
without any thought of attaining any Dunya matter through that deed. This is an
established concept, that the reward is diminished in such a scenario. That's
similar to one going to Hajj. He’s going to Hajj for the sake of Allah Jlig 4l
but he also wants to make money by taking items not available in Bilad Al-
Haramayn, for example, to sell them there, as they frequently did in the past.
When | was there when | was younger, they would allow people to open stalls and
sell items. That’s permissible, Allah iy 4l said,
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There is no blame upon you for seeking bounty from your Lord [during Hajj].8

It’s more complete if one didn’t do that, but if one does that, the reward is
detracted based on the Dunya benefits he attained.

Another example is Jihad. If his intention is to go to Jihad and return with
some booty, the reward is detracted. Allah Jlig 4l gave him a right in the
booty, but Allah g 4l also diminishes the reward for taking it. There’s a
Hadith specifically establishing that as it pertains to a Mujahid, and it establishes
this concept, that the reward is detracted in such scenarios. The Messenger &
said, “Any troop of soldiers who go to fight for the sake of Allah J\x59 4\~ and
get a share of the booty will receive two-thirds of their reward in advance. One-
third of their reward will be what remains to their credit in the Akhirah. If they
don’t receive any booty they get their full, complete reward.”’ And aside from
what we used the Hadith for here, that Hadith is a horrific Hadith for those who
claim to do Da’wah for the sake of Allah Jlxig 4il>www and then charge for
seminars, books, counseling, Fatawa, or to access their sites or access their ‘llm —
if they have any ‘llm. A Mujahid’s intention is usually among the most sincere,
because he’s leaving the comfort of his home, he’s leaving his family, he’s facing
nothing but hardships, fear, and trials, and more so, he’s putting his life on the
line for the sake of Allah sy 4w, yet two-thirds of the reward is diminished
for taking what Allah =39 45> allowed him to take. One is in the comfort of his
home and Masjid, and he hears praise day and night, he may get a big ego, and
there’s the temptation of attaining followers and fame, so one always needs to
work on his Niyyah pertaining to that — yet he takes compensation, or worse
than that, requires compensation for acts that Messengers said,
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And O my people, | ask not of you for it any wealth.1°

We don’t take any benefit or any reward. The point is, if the Mujahid, with all that
he faces, gets his reward diminished by two-thirds for taking booty, what would
be left for Da’iyyah who struggles with his Niyyah day and night, sitting in the
comfort of his house, accepting payments and benefits, and worse than that, at
times requiring payments for his Da’'wah. And that's not even getting into the
issue of whether that’s permissible or not.

Can you seek an answer to a Du'a through Tawassul to achieve multiple,
different worldly gains through the same deed?

Now the third question: Can you seek an answer to a Du'a through
Tawassul to achieve multiple, different worldly gains through the same deed? Yes,
you can do Tawassul in your Du'a through the same good deed multiple times. An
example of what the question is about is if someone gave a charity, he gave ten
dollars for the sake of Allah at one point in his life. Then he fell upon a hardship in
his life. He said, “Ya Allah, if | gave those ten dollars in charity for Your sake, then
save me from this.” After years pass by, he wants to get married. He says, “Ya
Allah, if I gave the ten dollars in charity for Your sake and only for Your sake, then
assist me in getting married.” The years pass by, and then he says, “Ya Allah, if
you know | gave those ten dollars in charity for Your sake and Your sake only, then
cure my illness.” That’s permissible because it's a form of Du'a that's permitted,
and there's nothing that says there's one Du'a per each deed. Moreso, there are
examples in the Qur’an that permit this. The example of
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Those who say, "Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive us our sins and protect us
from the punishment of the Fire."!?

B33 — we believed. O Allah, we believed. That’s the deed, they’re seeking Wasilah
in their belief in Allah Jlxi9 4=, What are they asking for? 033 l»ya HEFIE

LG Iz, Forgive us, Ya Allah — Gsgid B 5286, 07 Olde G33 — save us from the
punishment of the Fire. So they're asking for two matters in their Wasilah to Allah
Jis dilww through one deed. That one deed being Calz Ei;, we believed.

Another example,
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Our Lord, indeed we have heard a caller [i.e., Prophet Muhammad (£8)] calling to faith,
[saying], 'Believe in your Lord," and we have believed.?

They said, “Ya Allah, we heard the call calling to faith and we believed.” When we
heard the call, we believed. The Wasilah, the deed that they’re using as a Wasilah,
is answering the call to the Truth. What are they asking for? They’re asking for
multiple matters. Around four or five matters.
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Our Lord, so forgive us our sins and remove from us our misdeeds and cause us to die
among the righteous.*3
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And in the next verse there's more.
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Our Lord, and grant us what You promised us through Your messengers...

Which means victory in Dunya and reward in the Akhirah, that’s a fourth one.
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and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection. Indeed, You do not fail in [Your]

promise."*

The Du'a the Messenger & taught us,
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Allahumma inni Dhalamtu Nafsi Dhulman Kathira, wa La Yaghfir Adh-Dhunuba illa Ant,
Faghfirli Maghfiratan min ‘Indik, warhamni Innaka Ant Al-Ghaflr Ar-Rahim

O Allah! I have done great injustice to myself and none except You forgives sins, so
bestow on me a forgiveness from You, and Have Mercy on me, You are the Forgiver, the
Merciful.*

1413:194]
15 Bukhari: 834
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That's the deed one is seeking Tawassul in, admitting and confessing their
mistake. It's a form of Tawbah, it's an ‘Ibadah. What are they asking for through
that deed? They’re asking for forgiveness and mercy — so bestow forgiveness
upon us and have mercy on us.

And I'll mention a personal story that pertains to this, from someone dear
to me, may Allah U9 4= grant her Barakah, honor her, protect her, and grant
her Firdaws. When she was fourteen years old, her struggling parents gave her a
dollar or two — | believe it was one dollar — and she took a walk with her cousin
to get some medicine for her uncle, the father of the cousin she’s walking with.
They pass by a store, so they decided to go in and get a drink because it was a
very hot summer day and they were very thirsty. But in the front of the door of
the grocery store, there was a pregnant woman who appeared to be in the final
weeks of her pregnancy. She was sitting on the floor begging everyone to get her
something to drink. Some ignored her and some mocked her. This fourteen-year-
old told her cousin, “I’'m spending my dollar on getting her a drink.” She
purchased the water and gave it to the lady. The lady began to thank her, and she
said, “May God always answer your prayer.” That occurred many many years ago.
This dear person to me told me that, “Over the years, every time | face a difficulty
or a trial, or | need something, | turn to Allah. | say ‘Ya Allah, you know it was only
one dollar that | owned back then, and you know | was thirsty myself, but |
quenched her thirst for Your sake and Your sake only, and if you know I did it for
Your sake and Your sake only, save me from this or grant me that.”” She gave an
oath by Allah that not a single Du'a that she made like that, except that Allah
Slaig Al answered it, and | am a witness to some of the Du'a that she made
that was answered.
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