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19: Bloodshed Spreads 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says, “A time will come when haraj will be widespread.” 

The Sahabah asked, “What is haraj?” RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “It is an 

Abyssinian word (from habasha). It means killing.” [Bukhari] 

In another hadith,  

Sometimes RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam would use words that were not Arabic. 

Kharaj is an Abyssinian word, not Arabic. Also, sometimes RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam would use other accents – that is, not a Qurayshi accent. Abu Musa AlAsh’ari’s tribe, for 

example, had a Yemeni accent. They would replace “al” (which means “the”) with “am”. They 

asked RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam once, “Is there any reward while fasting?” [The 

speaker narrated it in Arabic, to demonstrate how RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

sometimes used other accents.] RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam responded, in the same 

accent, by saying, “There is no reward for fasting while travelling.” Meaning, there is a rukhsah. 

Here, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is using the word haraj. This hadith doesn’t mean 

that Muslims would be fighting non Muslims. That is the impression the Sahabah got. 

In another hadith, narrated by Ahmad, same as the one above, the Sahabah asked RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, “There will be more killing than the killing that exists now?” 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “It will not be you killing the disbelievers. It will 

be you killing each other (i.e. Muslims killing Muslims).” The Sahabah asked, “Will we have our 

minds then? (Where will our brains be?)” SubhanAllah, look at how the Sahabah think. 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “The mind of the people in that time will be taken 

away. And they will be lowly people and they will think that they are following something (the 

religion), but they will be following nothing.”   

In a hadith by Muslim, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “A time will come when the 

killer will not know why he is killing and the killed will not know why he was killed.” 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was asked, “How can that happen?” RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “That will be the time of haraj (widespread killing). Then he 

said, “The one who was killed and the killer will both be in hell fire.” Why? Because everyone is 

going out for the same thing – to kill each other. The killed had also intended on killing. This is a 

time of fitna. Things will be unclear and thing take the soul lightly. Even though, that in itself is 

a great sin, we need to keep in mind the conversation between ‘Abi Burdaa and one of the 

Ansaar: 

Abu Burdaa` says, “I was in the market place in the time of ziyaad, and I clapped my hands 

together (in amazement). One of the Ansaar, whose father was a Sahabi, asking him, “Why are 

you so amazed?” Abi Burdaa` said, “I am amazed because these are people who have the same 

religion, the same prophet, the same da’wah, the same hajj, … , and they are killing each other. 

How could that happen?” This Ansaari said, “Don’t be astonished. I heard my father say that he 

heard RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam say that Allah has mercy on this Ummah; they 



would not be punished in askhirah, but their punishment is in this life. That will be through 

killing and trials and tribulations and zalaazil (earthquakes).” This means that the Ummah’s sins 

are being washed away by the things that befall them in this world. 

20: The Shrinking of Time 

In a hadith by Bukhari, Abu Hurayrah said that RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, 

“Approaching the day of judgement, time will shrink.” 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “The Day of the judgement will not occur until 

time shrinks. The year will be like a month, and a month will be like a week, and a week will be 

like a day, and a day will be like an hour and an hour would be like burning a leaf.” 

What does it mean for time to shrink? There are a few interpretations: 

 

     1. A lack of Baraka in time. Time will be missing blessing. We can see that now: years and 

days will pass by, but we don’t accomplish anything. Our days are 24 hours – like Abu Bakr’s, 

‘Umar’s and the scholars’, but we don’t accomplish as much as they do. For example, Ibn 

AlJowzee (a great scholar of Islam) had blessing in his time. When he died, they counted all of 

the books he wrote and said he must have written 11 pages a day, on average. [Transcribers note: 

Remember that in those days writing was much harder and they did not have the luxury of 

computers or even a type writer!] Ibn Taymiyyah wrote a book one time – A Treatise in 

Aqueedah (AlAqueedah waasitiyya) – between dhuhr and ‘Asr. This book is now studied in 

universities over a semester or even a year, and still the students complain that it is too much! 

Our lifestyle also makes time feel as if time is too short. In the US, there is too much free time. 

Everything is rushed. In rural areas, life is at a much slower pace. SubhanAllah, time is an 

amazing thing. One hour is the same amount of time, but in two different areas there is a 

difference of how much can be done in that time and how long it feels. 

    2. Some scholars say that this will be during the time of Mahdi. The luxurious lifestyle will 

make it seem like time is passing by very fast. 

    3. The shrinking of time due to new forms of communication and transportation. In terms of 

transportation, it is so easy to go from one side of the globe to the other. Now, all you have to do 

is spend a few hours in a plane and you’re there. In the olden days, it would take years to make 

such a trip. In terms of communication – we have such fast communications today, such as the 

telephone and email. So these new forms of transportation and communication have “shrunk 

time.” 

    4. The literal shrinking of time. The earth will start to rotate faster, etc. There is a strong 

theory amongst scientists of the big bang. Some say that the universe started as a big bang and 

will end as a big crunch. Allah says in the Qur’aan that the moon and the earth will come 

together. We cannot use this as proof, but these are the ayaat of Allah talking about the Day of 

Judgment. 

21: The Proximity of Markets 



RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the Day of Judgment is that 

markets will be close to each other.” SubhanAllah, this has already happened. 

In the old days, they would have one market for every town and small grocery stores for every 

neighbourhood. Look at how it is today – every neighbourhood has a mall. In Yemen, there used 

to be a “market of Thursday” and a “market of Friday”, etc. Towns would have a market once a 

week. Nowadays, they are open all the time. There is huge construction everywhere. 

In the recent past – just decades back – markets were very rare.  Now, they are everywhere. 

23: Spread of Trade 

(Mentioned before 22 because it relates to 21) 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “Business and trade will be so widespread.” People 

are moving out of different jobs into business. The computer age is bringing with it new 

opportunities.  Different forms of business have been invented. This is causing a big business 

boom. However, this causes a big strain. Before, the man used to go and work on the farm and 

the woman used to stay at home and take care of the house. Now, because business is so 

demanding, both parents work in the store and the kids are in the day care. 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “Businesses will be so widespread, to the point 

where the woman will be helping her husband with the business.” Is that ok or not? wAllahu 

‘Alam. 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says, in a hadith narrated by Bukhari, “In the name of 

Allah, I’m not worried about poverty for my Ummah. My concern is that they would become 

wealthy and you would compete in this world like the people before you competed, and it would 

destroy you like it destroyed them.” Competing in this world leads to destruction. Unfair 

distribution of wealth is a problem, but this Ummah has many resources and wealth. 

22: Appearance of Shirk 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the day of judgement is that 

some tribes would follow disbelievers and some would worship idols (pagan worship).” Forms 

of this have already occurred, Allahu ‘Alam if there is any left. The idol worshipping can be seen 

today in the worshipping of graves (of righteous people). 

24: Zalzaal (Earthquakes) 

Linguistically, zalzal can mean earthquakes and great trials and tribulations. 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said in a hadith, “Earthquakes will be frequent.” 

In another hadith by Ahmad, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “O son of Hawaala (a 

companion), if you see khilafaa appraoach the holy land (Palestine), then the time for 

earthquakes and disasters and great issues is approaching. And the Hour, at that time, will be 

closer to the people than my hand to your head.” What is meant by the khilaafa being close to the 

holy land? Allahu ‘Alam that is still to come. That is where Mehdi and ‘Eesa ibn Maryam will 



come. Those will be times of peace and security, but after that will be the worse disasters and the 

end of time. 

25: Sinking, Stoning and Turning into Animals 

In a hadith by At-Tirmidhi, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “In the end of this 

Ummah, there will be sinking, stoning and turning into animals.” The sinking refers to the earth 

being swallowed. ‘Aa`isha asked RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, “Will we be destroyed 

even though there will be righteous ones amongst us?” RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

said, “Yes, if evil prevails.” So even if there are righteous people in the Ummah, they will be 

destroyed. 

Most scholars say that Maskh, transformation into animals, is literal transformation. Some 

scholars (a minority opinion) say that this means the transformation of the heart. 

26: Rise of the Low 

In a hadith by Ibn Maajah, Abu Hurayrah said that RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, 

“There will be tricky (wicked) years, where the liar will be believed and the truthful will not be 

believed. The untrustworthy will be trusted and the trustworthy will not be trusted. The Ar-

Ruwaybadah will speak.” The Sahabah asked, “Who are the Ar-Ruwaybadah?” RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “The low person.” 

All of these things are happening today. The worse is that the low person will speak. This does 

not mean low, as in the sense of a caste system. This is referring to the people who are low in 

religion and who have no morals and ethics. This person should not be listened to to start with, 

but they will be the ones teaching and leading the affairs of the people. 

In a hadith by Ahmad, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “A time will come when this 

world will belong to the wicked son of the wicked.” AlManaawi, in his explanation of this 

hadith, said, “The wealth will belong to the wicked. The position (of power) will belong to the 

wicked. And the honour will belong to the wicked.” And if you want to see who they are – look 

at the rich and famous. 

You’ll find very young people singers and famous. If you ask people what they think about this 

singer or actor, they will say that they’re “cool”. This is the exact description that RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave of these people. He said, “A time will come when it will be 

said about a man, ‘How intelligent is he?” People will say, ‘Look at how cool he is.’ And there is 

not a single grain of imaan in their hearts.” 

[SubhanAllah, I think this is a big problem with our youth today. They want to dress and act like 

all of these famous people. It's so nice to see when young people get excited about listening to 

certain shaykh speaking, etc. So I do think things are changing, but I think we need to tell our 

children more about the Sahabah. I want to hear the day that children say, "I wanna be like Abu 

Bakr! I want to be like ‘Umar ibn AlKhattaab!"] 

27: You will give Salaam only to those you know 



RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the day of judgement is that 

you will give salaam only to those you know.” Before, Muslims would give salaam to whichever 

Muslim they passed – in the marketplace, in the masaajid, etc. Now, you see people giving 

salaam only to those that they know. If you give salaam to someone you don’t know, they might 

frown at you. [My own personal experience - I've said salaam to people and they kind of look at 

you funny, like, ‘Do I know you?' But Alhamdulillah, there are still people that will burst into a 

huge smile and return your smile.] 

28: Women who are dressed, but naked 

In a hadith by Muslim, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the day 

of judgement is that there will be women who are dressed, but naked. Their heads are like the 

humps of camels [referring to the hairstyle]. They will not enter jannah or even smell it, enough 

though the smell of jannah can be smelled from a long distance (in another hadith: a distance of 

70 years).” These women will be Muslims, because it says in the hadith that “they will not enter 

Jannah.” We already know that disbelievers will not enter jannah, so these are sinning believing 

women. RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam described them as dressed but naked. This 

means that they are wearing clothes, but it’s as if it is nothing. 

[Do I have to explain this point? We already see in the world today what kind of clothes women 

are wearing....] 

The women nowadays wear see through clothes and tight clothes. They are covering the skin, but 

you see everything else. You just don’t see the colour of the skin [sometimes that too!] These 

fashions come out of the western world and some of the Muslims follow the trend. 

29: Cars 

This hadith can be interpreted as the transportation of cars. In a hadith by Ahmad, RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “In the future, there will be men of my Ummah sitting over 

surooj [saddle] on things that are similar to camels, but not exactly camels. And they descend 

from these vehicles at masaajid but their wives are dressed, but naked. Curse them, for they are 

cursed.” In another hadith, the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam described the vehicles as 

having “wide seats.” RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was describing cars, but there were 

not cars at that time, so he gave this description. 

In the Qur’aan, Allah subhaana wa ta’aala refers to them by saying, “camels, donkeys and things 

you do not know.” wAllahu ‘Alam, there will be more forms of transportation that we don’t 

know about, in the future. 

30: True Dreams of the Believers 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said in a hadith narrated by At-Tirmidhi, “Towards the 

end of time, the dream of the believer almost never lies.” 

One reason that the scholars give for this is that this Ummah will have no more ambiya (prophets 

and messengers). And the ambiya receive the wahi. Allah will support the believers by dreams. 



Be careful, though. Dreams can never be a form of shari’ah. Shari’ah was revealed to RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They are just glad tidings. An example of dreams being glad tidings 

is when Imaam Bukhari rahimahullah saw a dream of RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

approving his work. Also, when ‘Uthmaan was going to be martyred, he saw a dream in which 

the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was telling him to break his fast with him. In another 

case, Imaam Suyuti saw that RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was reviewing his work. 

This is just the glad tiding. 

‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan was fasting and he was going to be martyred that same day. RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said to him, in a dream, that you [‘Uthmaan] will break your fast 

with us. 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said that the ones who see true dreams are the truest in 

their words. True dreams come to a truthful heart. The more truthful you are, the more truthful 

you will be. RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says, “And the dream of the believer is 1/46 

part of prophethood.” Before receiving revelation from Jibreel, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam would see a dream at night and then he would see it happen the next day. This happened 

to him for 6 months. Then RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam received revelation for 23 

years. 6 months/23 years = 1/46. 

Dreams are the only part of prophethood that is left. There are no more human beings who are 

receiving revelation. Jibreel will never descend on anyone after Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam. 

31: Spread of Qalam قلم 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “Approaching the day of judgement, the pen will 

prevail.” Anything written is called qalam, not just the pen. This sign has already occurred. 

People did not have written materials, libraries, books and magazines in their homes as we do 

today. There were societies that had only spoken language – there wasn’t even a written form. 

Until today, there are languages that have no written form. During the Prophet’s (sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) time, you could count the ones who could write. After Islam, Muslims were 

the educated society. But even then, it wasn’t very common for every house to have a mus’haf. 

Major Muslim towns had libraries (Damascus, Qurtuba, Basra, etc). The scholars and students of 

knowledge were the one with books. 

It wasn’t even until the 15th century, when Gutenberg invented the printing media, that these 

things began to be available to people. The active movement of print happened in the 15th 

century. Now, everyone has a library. In the most rural areas you will finds books and schools. 

With the computer now, information is available to everyone. With the flick of the computer, 

you have access to millions of books. 

This does not mean that knowledge is prevailing. Most people rely on junk media. Just like there 

is junk food, there is junk media. True knowledge can be gained through valid books; it cannot 

be gained through TV. Unfortunately, the masses get their information through TV; it doesn’t 

give you knowledge. 

32: Expansion of the Crescent (Hilaal) 



RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the day of judgement is that 

the crescent will be bloated.” This does not necessarily mean that the crescent will literally grow; 

it will just appear that way.  The crescent will look bigger than before. RasulAllah sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam said, “To the extent that it will be one night old, but people will say it looks 

two days old.” 

Allahu ‘Alam [Allah knows best] why this happens, but if you look at the moon when it’s close 

to the horizon, it looks larger than when it’s up in the sky. If you look at the moon in San Diego, 

it looks almost as big as the sun. When it’s in the centre of the sky, it looks smaller. This isn’t 

because the moon is getting farther away. When the moon is down in the horizon, there’s more 

nitrogen, more carbon dioxide – more pollution. The atmosphere of the earth makes it look larger 

than it is. Maybe, Allahu ‘Alam, it will look larger in the future. 

33: Lies and Fabrication in Religion 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “Approaching the end of time, there will be 

dajjaloon (people who pretend to be something they’re not – imposters). They present you with 

talk that you did not hear and your fathers never heard before. Beware of them. Don’t let them 

mislead you and misguide you.” 

These are people who might come in the cloak of religion and they attribute things to Islam that 

don’t belong to it. They make these things up. That is why they are called dajjaloon; they lie. 

The linguistic meaning of dajjaal is extreme lie. It is important to verify things in religion. Don’t 

be a blind follower. No matter how knowledgeable or great the shaykh is, information of the 

religion must be verified. 

Imaam Maalik said, “Everyone, you take and leave from their words, except RasulAllah 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” 

Verification of the religion is very important, especially when there is fabrication of hadith. The 

Qur’aan is not fabricated. Hadith are fabricated. Even the hadith are protected, if you put the 

effort in to verify them. 

In a narration by Muslim, Ibn Mas’ood said, “Shaytaan would present himself in the form of a 

man; he would speak to the people and they leave and they would convey.” So it is very 

important to verify where we get our information from. 

Ridiculous things are circulating in the Muslim Ummah that has no basis in the religion. 

34: Shayateen Coming??? (Didn’t hear the title) 

In a hadith by Muslim, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn Al ‘Aas said, “There are some devils imprisoned 

in the ocean. They were imprisoned by Sulaymaan ‘alayhis salaam. A time will come when they 

will come out and they will recite to people Qur’aan [and here RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam used the word "Qur'aan" but it means "recitation" here - that is it's linguistic meaning]  

and they are going to claim that it is Qur’aan and Sacred Books.” 

Allah says, “We are going to reveal Qur’aan and we are going to protect.” This is a guarantee 

from Allah (in the Qur’aan) that He will protect it. 



35: False Witnessing 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says, in a hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad, 

“Approaching the day of judgement will be false witnessing and concealing the true witness.” 

People will go the court and lie, make false witness. People who know the truth will conceal it. 

When this happens, it is the destruction of the society. Justice is the fabric of the society. The 

less justice there is in life, the worse life is – even if you have money! 

Because Islam values justice so much, false witnessing is one of the seven major sins. When 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was talking about the seven major sins, he was leaning, 

and then he sat up straight and said, “False witness, false witness.” He kept repeating it until the 

sahabah said that they wished he would stop. RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam put so 

much emphasis on it. 

When you know the truth and conceal it, you are also sinning. 

36: The Woman to Man Ratio will Increase 

In a hadith by Bukhari, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the day 

of judgement is that the the number of women would increase and the number of men would 

decrease so there would be 50 women for 1 man.” In the explanation for the hadith by An-

Nawawi, he says that the reason will be during the time of trials and tribulations, the men will be 

killed in battles. Therefore, the number of men will go down and the ratio will increase. 

37: Sudden Death 

In a hadith by At-Tabarani, RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One of the signs of the 

day of judgement is that sudden death would occur frequently.” Sudden death means they are not 

accidents. There is some internal reason for these deaths. 

Nowadays, so many people die from heart attacks and strokes. These things may have happened 

in the past, but rarely. These are diseases of modern society; it is an epidemic now. Our lifestyle 

now is very bad – we are a very lazy people. We were in offices and have a very stationary 

lifestyle. Before, the people were very active. They got their exercise done during their daily 

work. Now we have to incorporate exercise in our lives by recreation, to make up for our lack of 

activity. One of the biggest businesses in the US is the fitness business, because of the lifestyle 

of the people. In the past, people were naturally strong. They didn’t have cars and airplanes. 

38: Hostility between the People 

RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was asked about the Hour. RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam said, “Only Allah know, but I will tell you some of the signs. There will be fitna and 

haraj.” The Sahabah asked, “What is haraj?” RasulAllah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “It 

means, in the language of Abyssinia, Killing.” Then he said, “People would not know each 

other.” During that time, it will be the law of the jungle. People would know each other [in the 

technical sense], but they would act like they don’t in their treatment of one another. There 

would be hostility between people. People would treat others as if they are nothing. 

 



The Sahabah knew about this, and they would advise each other. In a narration by At-Tabarani, 

Mu’aadh ibn Jabal and Abu ‘Ubaydah advised ‘Umar ibn AlKhattab [when he was khalifa] in a 

letter and they gave him advice. Amongst the advice they gave him, they said: “We were talking 

amongst ourselves about the end of time for this Ummah and the people will be like brothers in 

public, but be enemies in private.” ‘Umar responded to them and said, “You sent me a letter, 

warning me of a time when the people will act like brothers in public, but be enemies in private, 

but I am telling you that this is not talking about you or this age and time. These people would 

have interests and fear. They have interests among themselves only for benefit in the world. 

Nothing will be for the sake of Allah.” 

We find this a lot now – it is rare to find people who know each other and love each other for the 

sake of Allah alone. 

Whatever is based on the interest of this world will not continue. And whatever is based on the 

akhirah will continue. The only unified direction is the direction towards the hereafter. In dunya, 

people’s interests will also conflict, in one place or another; they cannot agree on everything. 


