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Explanation of Symbols used 

A Muslim is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention 
of Allaah, His Messengers, His Angels, the Sahaabah, or other 
righteous Muslims. The phrases are presented below and the 
reader is advised to utter the complete phrase when he comes 
across any of these symbols or abbreviation: 

Phrase Mentioned With Transliteration Meaning 

% Allaah's Name 
Subhaanahuu Glorified and 
wa ta'aa/aa Exalted is He 

Prophet 
Sallallaahu May the peace 

~ Muhammad 
'alayhi wa and blessing of 

sol/am Allaah be on him 

~~ 
A Prophet or an 

'Alayhis Salaam 
Peace be on 

Angel him 

~ A companion 
Radiyallaahu May Allaah be 

'anhu pleased with him 

More than two Radiya/1/aahu 
May Allaah be 

~ pleased with 
companions 'anhum 

them 

<r ) 

A past scholar or 
May Allaah 

41 Rahimahu/laah have Mercy on 
righteous Muslim 

him 

A female Radiyallaahu 
May Allaah be 

t~ pleased with 
companion 'anhaa 

her 

,'.>La.It ~ Prophets or 
'Alayhimus-

Peace be on 
salaat Wa-

(:>1-..ltJ Angels ,,..,,.,,.,"" them 



ntroduction 

Naseehah (Advice) and its position in 
the Religion 

All Praise is to Allaah, we praise Him, seek 
His help and His forgiveness. We seek refuge 
with Allaah from the evils of our souls and 
evils of our deeds. One whom Allaah guides 
none can lead him astray, and one whom He 
misguides, none can guide him. I bear witness 
that there is no god but Allaah, and I bear 
witness that Muhammad ~ is His Servant and 
His Messenger. 

~., ,A\j; ~ :&I ~1 ~1: &J, (;~~ 
~0;.~ ·1 ~l; ~~ ~_;;. 
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"O you who believe! Fear Allaah as He should 
be fea __. __.. . in a state of 

lslaam [Aal /mraan (3): 102] 

"O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who 
created you from a single person (Aadam), 
and from him (Aadam) He created his wife 
[Hawwd (Eve)], and from them both He 
created many men and women and fear 
Allaah through Whom you demand your 
mutual (rights), and (do not c.ut the relations 
of) the wombs (kinship). - " · :~ r:-.. er 
an All-Watcher over you [An-Nisaa' (4): 1) 

"O you who believe! Keep your duty to 
Allaah and fear Him, and speak (always) 
the truth. He will direct you to do righteous 
good deeds and will forgive you your sins. 
And whosoever obeys Allaah and His 



·- .. • .. The Concise LegaC\' 

[AI-Ahzaab ( 33): 70-71] 

-;;; .,,. .,,. ;;;; ' ..:,, , .,,. 

[.l\ . j ~'.>W JS ~' ~'.>W ] ~ .. .J 

As for what follows: 

Verily the most truthful speech is the Word of 
Allaah and the best guidance is the guidance 
of Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him}, and the worst of affairs 
are the newly-invented matters. Every newly 
-invented matter is an innovation, every 
innovation is a going astray and every going 
astray is in the Fire.1 11 

Giving Naseehah Is A Characteristic 
of the Prophets 

One of the major characteristics of the 
caller to Allaah ~ - indeed, it should be 

1] This is the famous Khutbat AI-Haajah which the Prophet ~ would recite 
vhenever he was going to deliver a sermon, make a speech. See 'Khutbat 
11-Haajah' of Shaykh Muhammad Naasirdeen AI-Albaanee [AI-Maktab Al
slaamee, Damascus, 1980] for its authentication and further details. 

'I 
I,. 
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a major characteristic of the believer - is 
that very important characteristic of giving 
advices. Being from the people of Naseehah 
or having the characteristic of being 'Naasih' is 
something that Allaah ~ has commanded this 
Ummah with. It is also one of the important 
characteristics that the Prophets came with. 

Allaah informs us that when the people of 
Nuh ~ accused him of being upon misguidance 
and error with their saying: 

,I.. ~ J 1l~ j ~jJ GI~ ~# / ~ ~T 

'V ril I we see you in plain erro 11 [AI-A'raaf 
(7): 60]; 

he rejected that and responded that he was 
giving them sincere advice: 

"{Nuh (Nouhn said: "O my people! rhere 
is no error in me, but I am a Messenger 
from the lord of the '.A/ameen (mankind, 
jinns and all that exists)! I convey unto you 
the Messages of my lord and give sincere 
advice to you I' d I know fr~ ,n .II 111hat 
vou know no ' [AI-A'raaf (7): 61-62] 

Similarly, Allaah ~ tells us that when Hud 
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~ began to call to Allaah; his people referred 
to him as being upon 'foolishness': 

"The leaders of those who disbelieved 
among his people said: 'Verily, we see you 
in foolishness, and verily, we tnin~ you are 
one of the liars."' [AI-A'raaf (7): 66] -; 

so he retorted and said: 

"O my people! There is no foolishness in 
me, but (I am) a Messenger from the lord 
of the 'Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that 
exists)! I convey unto you the Messages of 
my lord, and I am a trustwo thy adviser (or 
well-wisher) for you.'' [AI-A'raaf (7): 67-68] 

So there is no doubt that the characteristic 
of giving advice for the sake of Allaah - that 
is the characteristic of being 'Naasih' - is from 
the characteristics of the Prophets, just as 
it should be with the callers to Allaah and all 
of the believers. So this affair of Naseehah is 
something, which is fundamental and a most 
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[2) AI-Bukhaaree 

important characteristic for every Muslim. 

Jarir bin 'Abdullah ~ said: "Amma Badu 
(now then), I went to the Prophet ~ and said, 'I 
give my pledge of allegiance to you for lslaam." 
The Prophet ~ conditioned (my pledge) for 
me to be sincere and true to every Muslim so 
I gave my pledge to him for this. By the Lord 
of this mosque! I am sincere and true to you 
(Muslims)."(21 

Also, Tamim Ad-Dari narrated: Allaah's 
Messenger ~ said three times: 

~I tlJ1 
- ., I..)'; 

"The religion is Naseehah (sincere advice)." 
(Ad-Deen' naseehah) 

The people asked, "To whom?" The Prophet 
~ replied: 

<l,,18:1 " 4 : Jt.; ~41 J J " t; ~ :1 : I It_; 
"; ., -;J ,. ., ~) .. ~ y 

~ . ~~i\" ~ J O ~i1 ~~ -- ~ .J J "\" ~.r-' .) u-~ .,., ., ., .,J ., .,.,y,' _r.,J 

"To Allaah and to His Book and to His 
Messenger and to the leaders of the Muslims 
and the common folk (all the Muslims).''131 

[3) Muslim [55 (196)). 
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The Golden Advice Series 

In response to the obligation of giving 
Naseehah and its obvious need in our 
Ummah at the present time, DARUSSALAM 
PUBLICATIONS has come up with The Golden 
Advice Series which was orginally published by 
Deen Communications Limited, Nigeria. This 
series will, lnsha Allaah, contain several books; 
each of which is devoted to an advice given 
from the texts of lslaam (the Qur'aan and the 
Sunnah) with its explanation as provided by the 
esteemed scholars or people of knowledge. 
The advices range from the most important 
issue (Tawheed or worshipping Allaah alone), 
to morals and they also cover issues of business 
transactions. 

Each book comes in an easy-to-read size 
but the contents are highly beneficial, Bi 
lthnillaah! In this first phase, ten pieces of 
advice have been treated. It is our hope that, 
lnsha Allaah, more will be added in the days 
ahead. This book centers on the Naseehah of 
the Prophet ~ to Mu'aadh ibn Jabal - which 
was a Wasiyyah given by Shaykh Al-lslaam lbn 

Taymiyyah to one of his students, Abul-'Aasim 
AI-Qasim bin Yusuf bin Muhammad At

Tajeebi As-Sabti AI-Maghribi 

Everything that is correct in the books of The 

Golden Advice Series is from Allaah ~ - and 
to Him is all the praise; every mistake or error 

13 
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is from our imperfection and from Shaytaan 
- and we seek refuge in Allaah from him! We 
ask Allaah ~ to accept this effort of ours as an 
act done purely and sincerely for His Face and 
that He does not allow anyone or anything else 
to have a share in it. 

The end of our Du'aa' is that all praise is 
for Allaah, Lord of the worlds. And may His 
peace and blessings be upon the Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, his Companions and 
those who follow him till the Day of Reckoning! 
Aameen. 

DARUSSALAM PUBLICATIONS, 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Ramadan, 1428 A.H. 
September 2007 



<The Question 

Abul-'Aasim AI-Qasim bin Yusuf bin Muhammad At-Tajeebi As
:iabti AI-Maghribi says: 

"I requested the Shaykh, Faqeeh, respected lmaam, 'Aalim, 
last of the pious predecessors and leader of the later generations, 
Inimitable, fascinating, possessor of great eloquence and clarity 
of expression, the most knowledgeable person I have met in the 
East or West, Taqi Ad-Deen Abu I-'Abbaas Ahmad bin Taymiyyah, 
(may Allaah enable us to continue benefiting from him), 

• to direct me towards what would set right my affairs of Deen 
and Dunyaa;l4I 

[4) The affairs of the Deen (religion) (i.e. the Hereafter) and the Dunyaa 
(this world) should be of the greatest concern to the Muslim. There are many 
examples of this from the Salaf: 

a) Narrated by Anas bin Malik .t.,: "We were forbidden to ask anything 
(without genuine need) from the Prophet ~ - It therefore pleased us 
that an intelligent person from the dwellers of the desert should come and 
ask him (the Prophet ~ ) and we should listen to it. A man from the dwellers of 
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the desert came (to the Prophet ~ ) and said: Muhammad j£, your messenger 
came to us and told us your assertion that verily Allaah had sent you (as a 
Prophet). He (the Prophet ~ ) remarked: 

'He told the truth.' ((J.:i...;,» 

He (the Bedouin) said: Who created Heaven? He (the Prophet ~ ) replied: 

'Allaah.' 

He (the Bedouin again) said: Who created Earth? He (the Prophet ~ ) replied: 

'Allaah.' ((41,I» 

He (the Bedouin again) said: Who raised these mountains and who created in 
them whatever is created there? He (the Prophet ~ ) replied: 

'Allaah.' ((41,\)) 

Upon this he (the Bedouin) remarked: By Him Who created Heaven and 
created Earth and raised mountains thereupon, has Allaah (in fact) sent you? 
He (the Prophet ~ ) said: 

'Yes.' ((~)) 

He (the Bedouin) said: Your messenger also told us that five prayers (had 
been made) obligatory for us during the day and the night. He (the Prophet 
~ ) remarked: 

'He told you the truth.' 

He (the Bedouin) said: By Him Who sent you, is it Allaah Who ordered you 
about this (i.e. prayers)? He (the Prophet j$) said: 

'Yes.' 

He (the Bedouin) said: Your messenger told us that Zakaah had been made 
obligatory on our riches. He (the Prophet ~ ) said: 
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'He told you the truth.' (( JJ...;o)) 

He (the Bedouin) said: By Him Who sent you (as a Prophet), is it Allaah Who 
ordered you about it (Zakaah)? He (the Prophet ~ said: 

'Yes.' 

He (the Bedouin) said: Your messenger told us that it had been made obligatory 
for us to fast every year during the month of Ramadan. He (the Prophet 35;) 
said: 

'He told you the truth.' 

He (the Bedouin) said: By Him Who sent you (as a Prophet), is it Allaah Who 
ordered you about it {the fasts of Ramadan)? He {the Prophet ~ ) said: 

'Yes.' (( . ~-:-)) 

r" 
He (the Bedouin) said: Your messenger also told us that a pilgrimage (Hajj) 
to the House (of Ka'bah) had been made obligatory for him who was able to 
undertake the journey to it. He {the Prophet :t!:) said: 

'Yes.' 

The narrator said that he (the Bedouin) set off (at the conclusion of this 
answer, but at the time of his departure) remarked: By Him Who sent you 
with the Truth, I should neither make any addition to them nor should I 
remove anything from them. Upon this the Prophet js remarked: 

... , 0 ,,,. ... , 0 ., ... ., ... 

((~\ ~l;l J...1...p ~)) 

'If he were true (to what he said) he must enter Paradise."' (Muslim) 

b). Narrated by Mu'adh bin Jabal .., : "I asked the Prophet ~:: Messenger of 
Allaah ~., tell me of something which should cause me to be admitted to 
Paradise and will keep me away from the Fire. He answered: 

7 
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• to point me towards those books on which I might rely 

'You have asked about a matter of great importance but it is easy for one 
for whom Allaah makes it easy. Worship Allaah and associate nothing with 
Him. Observe Prayer, pay the Zakaah, observe the Fast of Ramadan and 
perform the Pilgrimage if you can afford the journey. 

Then he added: 

~<->~!;; i;~lj , t;_ f ~I : rt '7'1Y.i );. JiJ~i ~1,, 

(( 1·111 ...J ' ~ l~~q bZ~' ' ' 01 H~I ~ ~\!~ ~ ~~ b;jl iJ.:""' , .J>:"~<.r-J' ) J ~ ., 
' , 

Shall I inform you of the gates of goodness? The Fast is a shield. Charity 
puts out sins as water puts out fire and also the Prayer in the middle of 
the night.' 

Then he recited: 

{~S)~ ~f L; <;J;. ~ ~) ~ fl ~ t; ~ ~ ~t 
No one knows Nhat ~ liss s kept hidden from them, as a reward for what 
they used to do" [As-Sajdah (32): 17] 

Then he added: 

((~L'.:, ~J~~J ~~;.;.J J_s- ;~1 q--i~ r-5:,;f '1h 
'Shall I tell you of the root of the matter and of its contours and of its top?' 

I said: Certainly, Messenger of Allaah ~ . He said: 

((~~I ~C.:, ~j~~j ,~~I :~r-iJ ,f ")G~I ;\j1 ~b» 
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regarding knowledge of Hadeeth, and similarly for other 
sciences of the Sharee 'ah; 

• to draw my attention towards the best of righteous actions 
after the compulsory duties; and 

• to explain to me those goals which should outweigh all other 
aims; - all of this by way of concise guidelines. 

May Allaah ~ safeguard him, and peace and Allaah's blessings 

be on him. 

'The root of the matter is lslaam, its contours are Prayers and its top is 
striving in the cause of Allaah (Jihaad). 

Then he asked: 

11Js ~1 ~~ ~~f 'Iii> 
Shall I tell you of that which is at the bottom of all this?' 

I said: Certainly, Messenger of Allaah ;.. Then he took hold of his tongue 
and said: 

({ ,.:i.;. I$ l°l C, ~)) 

'Keep this in control.' 

I said: Shall we be called to account in respect of that which we say? He 
answered: 

"May your mother lose you, will people not be thrown face down into Hell 
only on account of the harvest of their tongue."' (At-Tirmidhee) 
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The Shaykh of Islam, Ocean of Knowledge, lbn Taymiyahf51 -.x-; 

~I answered as follows: 

All Praise be to Allaah, Lord of the Worlds. 

To begin with the Wasiyyah: in my opinion, there is no Wasiyyah 
more beneficial than that of Allaah 1; and His Messenger for 
whoever understands it and follows it. 

The Wasiyyah of Allaah ~ 

The Wasiyyah of Allaah ~ is mentioned in the following 
Aayah: 

[SJ lbn Taymiyyah, Taqi'uddeen Ahmad bin Abdul-Haleem bin Abdus
Salaam AI-Harraanee: Born in 661 A.H. He was a sign from the signs 
of Allaah, in his knowledge, action and striving in calling to the way of 
Allaah, following the footsteps of the Companions and those who came 
after them. Friend and foe alike commended his knowledge. He wrote 
many books and left behind great students such as lbn AI-Qayyim and 
lbn Katheer. He died in 728 A.H. 
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"Verily, We have directed the People of the Book before you, 
and you (O Muslims) to fear Allaah ... " [An-Nisaa' (4): 131] 

The Messenger's Wasiyyah 

The Prophet ~ enjoined on Mu'aadh ~ when he sent him to 
Yemen as a judge, t he following: 

,. 0 ,. , , ..... 

, ~ ~\ ~~~ \\ c:}ij ,2 ~ ~.:;. 4iil ~\)) 
/ J 

((. / / -1!. / l}\ ·It;:_ / 
,j->" ~ c.r' c.>; J ,,, ,,, ,., ,,, 

"O Mu 'aadh, fear Allaah wherever you are, and follow up a 
bad deed with a good one and it will wipe it out, and behave 
well towards people."l61 

The Excellence of Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ 

Mu 'aadh 4, had a high status in the eyes of the Prophet ~ who 
once said to him: 

"O Mu 'aadh ! By Allaah, truly I love you.'171 

Sometimes, the Messenger ~ would let Mu'aadh .... ~ ride behind 
him on the same mount.(81 

[6] At-Tirmidhee 

[7] Abu Dawood 

[8] Narrated by Muadh bin Jabal ~ : "While I was riding behind the 
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It is also narrated about him that he is the most knowledgeable 
person in the Ummah about the (issues of) Halaal and Haraam 

Prophet • as a companion rider and there was nothing between me 
and him except the back of the saddle, he said: 

"O Mu'adh!" 

I replied, "Labbaik and Sa'daikl O Allaah's Messenger!" He proceeded 
for a while and then said: 

"OMu'adh/11 

I said, "Labbaik and Sa'daik, 0 Allaah's Messenger!" He then proceeded 
for another while and said: , 

• ( ~ -; ~~ l,) 
~ Jo • .. 

"O Mu'adh bin Jabali" 

I replied, "Labbaik, and Sa'daik! 0 Allaah's Messenger!" He said: 

«~~~4 ~ ~I j_;.. Lo l?1jj ~)) 

"Da you know what is Allaah's right on His slaves?" 

I replied, "Allaah and His Messenger know better." He said: 

It::..!, " I .< ! ., 'y ' ; ~ ~ j o.) ~ Ir .U, I ~- ' I . '; .r,r'- J J .• ,,., I...S""' , <..J>" 

"Allaah's right on his slaves is that they should worship Him and not 
worship anything besides Him." 

He then proceeded for a while, and again said: , 
« ,-~ ~ ~~ L• 
~ Jo • , 

"O Mu'adh bin Jabal!'' 
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(Lawful and Prohibited)l9l, and on the Day of Resurrection he 
will be raised up one step ahead of all the people of knowledge. 
Also, part of Mu'aadh's excellence is that the Prophet ~ sent 
him to the people of Yemen as a preacher on his behalf, a caller, 

I replied. "Labbaik, and Sa'daik! 0 Allaah's Messenger!" He said: 

11 ~~..,.W l;l ~I ~ :?4JI j;_ lA c.SJ:0 j;ll . ; 

"Do you know what is (Allaah's) slaves' (people's) right on Allaah if they 
did that?" 

I replied, "Allaah and His Messenger know better." He said: 

«. >;~ 'J 0i .&1 1;:: . .)WI ~- ; » 
~ . ; ~ ; , ; ~ 

"The right of (Allaah's) slaves on Allaah is that He should not punish 
them (if they did that)." (Bukhaaree) 

(9) Narrated by Anas lbn Malik ~ : "The Prophet ~ said: 

"The most compassionate member of my people towards my people 
is Abu Bakr, the most rigorous regarding Allaah's affair is Umar, the 
most genuinely modest is Uthman, the one who knows most about 
obligatory duties is Zayd lbn Thabit, the one who knows best how 
to recite the Qur'aan is Ubayy lbn Ka'b, and the one who has most 
knowledge about what is lawful and what is prohibited is Mu'adh lbn 
Jaba/ ~ . Every people has a trustworthy guardian, and the trustworthy 
guardian of this people is Abu Ubayd lbn AI-Jarrah ~ ." (At-Tirmidhee) 
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a man of understanding in the Deen, a giver of religious verdicts, 
and a judge.lH1l 

He also used to compare Mu'aadh ~ to lbraaheem ~ the 
friend of Allaah and lmaam of mankind. Also, lbn Mas'ood ~~ 
used to say, "Verily, Mu'aadh is a leader of the people, he is 
Allaah's obedient slave, and he is not of the polytheists", thus 
comparing him to lbraaheem. 

[10] Narrated by lbn Abbas..;,: "Allaah's Messenger~ said to Mu'aadh 
bin Jabal ..;,:, when he sent him to Yemen: 

1jJ~~! 0i Ji~;~ r4~:~ ,;~ ''1~ ~i i;_;; ~L ~~» 
-.!JJ 1_;1.1,t ~0µ , ~I J~J \~ ~{, , ~I 1} 4J! 1 0i 
~> ,... , ,... ,. ,:;c ,ci ~ ' 

J5 ~ ~l_,Ll, ~r~:lc :J:,) l; ~\ 01 ~~lj .ilJ~ 
:J:,)-1; ~I 0i ~~t; -.!JJ\J.u 1_;1.1,i ~ 01-9 '~) CY-

} 0 ,; } ; ,,,,. 0 c, , ,. ' ,- ,. ., ,,,. 

~ 0~ ~ rfl~ ~ ;.? . rf~I ~ .1.:,:. J; d.i..1..p r ~:le 
'r-,ihJ1 ~y-; Jlj ,~1.,;i ~l}j i}~µ ..!.li\ -.!JJ 1_;1.1,i 

. / ,,:; / 

((~~ .Ji\ ~ n 4-~·~ / •1 ~lj 
. . / / ~j •. u-::' • 

"You will come to the people of Scripture, and when you reach them, 
invite them to testify that none has the right to be worshipped except 
Allaah and that Muhammad is His Messenger. And if they obey you 
in that, then tell them that Allaah has enjoined on them five prayers 
to be performed every day and night. And if they obey you in that, 
then tell them that Allaah ~ has enjoined on them Sadaqah (i.e. 
Zakaah) to be taken from the rich amongst them and given to the 
poor amongst them. And if they obey you in that, then be cautious! 
Don't take their best properties (as Zakaah) and be afraid of the curse 
of an oppressed person as there is no screen between his invocation 
and Allaah." (AI-Bukhaaree) 
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With all these qualities of Mu'aadh the Prophet ~ bequeathed 
to him this Wasiyyah, so we know that this Wasiyyah is 
comprehensive, and whoever understands it will see that it is so. 
Furthermore, it is an explanation of the Qur'aanic Wasiyyah. 

The Reason for the Comprehensiveness of the Wasiyyah 

As for the explanation of the comprehensiveness of this legacy, 
it covers the fact that there are two rights over a human being: 

i) The responsibility towards Allaah, Mighty and Sublime; 

ii) The responsibility towards His servants. 

Further, (the Wasiyyah also covers the fact) that there will always 
be a deficiency in each person's fulfilling of this responsibility, 
e.g. by missing a duty or doing something forbidden: hence the 
Messenger ~ said: 

"Fear Allaah wherever you are".f111 

[11] The noble Faqeeh of this era, Shaykh Muhammad lbn Saalih AI-
Uthaymeen (d. 1422 AH) .:u1 v-J said in his advice to the believing youths: 

"So I advised you to have the Taqwoo of Allaah ':k, both in private and 
public. And Toqwoa means that a person should stand firm upon the 
obedience of Allaah ~ , doing what Allaah ~ ordered him to do, and 
abandoning what He prohibited him from, starting with establishing 
the Salaoh (Prayer) in their fixed and stated times, and in congregation, 
for those who are obliged to do so. 

Along with the five daily Prayers, you should also pray the Rowaatib 
(stressed and recommended Prayers) which are connected to the five 
daily Prayers and they are four Rok'ohs before the Zuhr Prayer and two 

after it. Two Rok'ohs after the Moghrib Prayer. Two Rok'ahs after the /shoo 
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This statement is comprehensive and his words "wherever you 

Prayer. And two Rak'ahs before the Fajr Prayer. The Prophet ~ said: 

~ t;)) 

'~~ 
"There is no Muslim who prays the twelve optional Rak'ahs from the 
non-obligatory Prayer every day, except that Allaah ~ will build for him 
a house in Paradise." 

Likewise, you should pay the Zakaah; which is for the needy. Allaah ~ 
said to his Prophet ~ : 

..i:,,.. ~".~,. ~>~,'Ll ~~ ~ :1 ~ 1:~ 
"'\ 'f.: I ,-J_) ~ ,.,.y ~ 1' ,,,.. - , . ... ,,,.. 

" Take charity from their wealth in order t o purify t hem and to sanctify 
t hem by it." [At-Tawbah (9):103) 

The Prophet ~ sa id to Mu'aadh bin Jabal ~ when he was sending him 
to Yemen: 

''And inform them that Allaah ~ has obligated upon them to give charity 
from their wealth, to be taken from the rich and given to the poor." 

Likewise, one should fast in the month of Ramadaan, because Allaah 
~ has prescribed it for this Ummah, and one should make the Hajj 
(Pilgrimage) and the Umrah (Lesser Pilgrimage) for whosoever has the 
ability to do so. 

These are the pillars of lslaam, after the first pillar which is Shahaadatayn 
(the two testimonies); to testify that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allaah, and to testify that Muhammad ~ is the Messenger of Allaah. 
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are," confirm that the human being is in need of Taqwaa (piety, 
fear of Allaah) both secretly and in the open. 

He then said: 

4-,.J L:l-1 ~I (if J 

"Follow up a bad deed with a good one, which will cancel it"; 

the example of this is that whenever a patient eats something 
bad for him, the doctor prescribes for him to take something 
which will make him better. Since it is definite that a human being 
will commit sin, the wise person is the one who is continuously 
doing good acts in order that the effects of his bad deeds are 
cancelled out. In this Hadeeth, the phrase "bad deed" is used first 
because the purpose here is to wipe out bad deeds, rather than 
to do good deeds. Hence, this saying is like his saying about the 
bedouin's urine: 

"Pour over his urine a bucketful of water."!1-l 

The Types of Actions By Which Sins Can Be Forgiven 

It is also most appropriate that the good deeds be of the same 

[12] Narrated by Abu Hurayrah .:t;.: "A bedouin urinated in the mosque, 
and the people rushed to beat him. Allaah's Messenger ~ ordered 
them to leave him and pour a bucket or a tumbler (full) of water over 
the place where he has passed urine. The Prophet ~ then said: 

., ' ' ' .,.. "' ' ,. ' :;; 
1< :- " 1 • d . ~ I~ : 7 ~ 0 

-• l,;..; I» 
0!~ ~,.J0!-r-::"~ t 

'You have been sent to make things easy (for the people) and you 
have not been sent to make things difficult for them."' (Bukhaaree) 
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nature as the bad deeds, for that is most effective in cancellation. 
The recompense for sins can be averted through several things: 

i) TawbahlD (repentance); 

ii) lstighfaarf 1~1 ( askingforforgiveness), even without repenta nee, 
for Allaah does forgive in answer to one's supplication even if 
he has not repented; however, if repentance and forgiveness 
are combined (i.e. a person stops sinning and petitions for 
forgiveness), then that is ideal. 

iii) Good and correct actions which are Kaffaaraat (expiating 
sins). The Kaffaaraat are of two types: 

a) Specified Kaffaaraat, i.e. in those actions for which the Sharee'ah 
has fixed an expiation. Examples of such Kaffaaraat are those for 

(13] Tawbah (Repentance) is the act of seeking forgiveness of Allaah ~ 
from a sin or sins (major) committed through the fulfilment of certain 
conditions as follows: 

1. An immediate stop to the committing of the sinful act (s). 

2. A genuine re6ret, from the heart, at committing the sinful act (s). 

3. Have a firm intention/resolve not to repeat the act of sin (s). 

4. If the act of sin is related to violation of the rights of another person, 
then redress or compensation of the damage/loss inflicted on that 
person, should be made. For example, if a person stole anything from 
another, the repentance is not complete until he returns the stolen 
goods to the rightful owner. 

5. Repentance must be before the time of death, if it is to be 
accepted. 

[14) lstighfaar (seeking forgiveness) is a way of asking Allaah J, for 
pardon for a minor or major sin committed without necessarily fulfilling 
the conditions stated in the above note. 
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committing intercourse while fasting in Ramadaan11s1, for saying to 

(15) The Kaffaarah for Committing Intercourse While Fasting in 
Ramadaan 

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : 

"While we were sitting with the Prophet ~ a man came and said, "O 
Allaah's Messenger! I have been ruined." Allaah's Messenger ~ asked 
what was the matter with him. He replied "I had sexual intercourse 
with my wife while I was fasting." Allaah's Messenger ~ asked him: 

"Can you afford to manumit a slave?" 

He replied in the negative. Allaah's Messenger jt asked him: 

(((; .. ,, 8 .. ,, . -;. ,, } :: 0i ~k::·~ ·1~~)) ·~ 0~ ,~ ~ IJ"'r 

"Can you fast for two successive months?" 

He replied in the negative. The Prophet ~ asked him: 

"Can you afford to feed sixty poor persons?" 

He replied in the negative. The Prophet ~ kept silent and while we 
were in that state, a big basket full of dates was brought to the Prophet 
~ . He asked: 

"Where is the questioner?'' 

He replied, "I (am here)." The Prophet ~ said (to him): 
O ...- _.,,,, ., \ 0 J, 

((~ JJ ;;; lh .i:>>l 

"Take this (basket of dates) and give it in charity." 
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one's wife, "you are like a mother to me"l161, for violating certain 

The man said, "Should I give it to a person poorer than I? By Allaah; 
there is no family between its (i.e. Madinah's) two mountains who are 
poorer than I." The Prophet ~ smiled till his premolar teeth became 
visible and then said: 

, , 

((~i~ill , 

"Feed your family with it." (Bukhaaree) 

(16] The Kaffaarah of Zihaar 

Allaah ~ says: 

~ ~,_,, Jr ,.J, -~ ~,;; ~_;j J J-4 -1, J:; j , ;_;.. ~~ 
L_· / " ~ ~ / ,. u: :r L-' .., 

t 

J t; >it~ 0! ~ 0_J_;f~ ~~\ o ~ (&? ~\ tl ~~~ 
~/•.J ,. ~/ .> .,, > >"'' . ,,.~, ... ::. .,.~ jj" .:i, 1\ .>~t·,:=.t ·, ~ //1 

y_;)I 0! ~ 0)_;J r-rµ >i-' ~ ls;' ~ ---++4 0~ >-f'4A 
1"1-'.°»/~{ . ,/ "~4r,; , ~f" J}~ ~ ~~ .(\ ,-: / ~, t,·f > / 
~U_J.)~ ( f"t"'~\..-; ~ cJ.) ,.' • ~~~ 0 .J_P' r Al)\ -...:.;~J !»).) 

~~ Z>...,t·:. ~ ~t ~~ ~#; ~; \:J:::~J~~ ;;; ;p l;i~ 
"Indeed Allaah has heard the statement of her that disputes with you 
{O Muhammad ~ ) concerning her husband, and complains to Allaah. 
And Allaah hears the argument between you both. Verily, Allaah is All
Hearer, All-Seer. Those among you who make their wives unlawful (Az
Zihaar) to them by saying to them 'You are like my mother's back.' They 
cannot be their mothers. None can be their mothers except those who 
gave them birth. And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily, 
Allaah is Oft- Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving. And those who make unlawful to 
them (their wives) (by Az-Zihar) and wish to free themselves from what 

they uttered, (the penalty) in that case (is) the freeing of a slave before 
they touch each other. That is an admonition to you (so that you may 
not return to such an ill thing). And Allaah is All-Aware of what you do.'' 
[AI-Mujaadalah (58): 2 &3] 

Narrated by Khuwaylah, daughter of Malik bin Tha'labah .:;,,.: "My husband, 
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Aws bin As-Samit, pronounced the words: 'You are like my mother.' So I came 
to the Messenger of Allaah ,:,, complaining to him about my husband. The 
Messenger of Allaah . disputed with me and said: 

~ ,'(, . ;::; 
«~ ~ I o,,;\,; ,uil ""\)l , IJ. ! t.p' 

'Remain dutiful to Allaah; he is your cousin.' 

I continued (complaining) until the Qur'aanic Verse came down: 

~~;j j -illµ J1 JJ j{ t7 ~~ 
"Allaah has heard the words of her who disputes with you concerning 
her husband ... " [AI-Mujaadalah (58): 1]; 

till the prescription of expiation. He then said: 

~ .... ~, J O,) 
((,w ·- ) .J~ 

'He should set free a slave.' 

She said: He cannot afford it. He said: 

(( .• , ~ .• ,~ i' ~)) 
~ j!.JV· .T---, , , 

'He should fast for two consecutive months.' 

She said: Messenger of Allaah A, he is an old man; he cannot keep 
fasts. He said: 

((~•• I 
I ~ t" • , ~ ~•}•:)' 
., ; ~ , . 

'He should feed sixty poor people.' 

She said: He has nothing which he may give in alms. At that moment 
an 'Araq (i.e. date-basket holding fifteen or sixteen So's) was brought to 
him. I said: I shall help him with another date-basket ('Araq). He said: 
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prohibitions during Hajj or leaving some of its obligationsl171, or for 

)•, 

~ 

'You have done well. Go and feed sixty poor people on his behalt and 
return to your cousin.' 

The narrator said: An Araq holds sixty So's of dates." (Abu Dawood) 

(17] The Kaffaarah of Violating Hajj 

Allaah ~ says: 

r-- 1 i~1·5 .q- .. :cl, -: ---:: ·1 G -~- ·i ~, -;& ~-. .._w :.--1, 1.,.+ }.. 
7-"J '.) ~ r., IJ ~ ~ {~ I.>~ ,, ~~ e::-- ~~Y' 

uAnd perform properly (i.e. all the ceremonies according to the 
ways of Prophet Muhammad ), the Hajj and 'Umrah (i.e. the 
pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allaah. But if you are prevented (from 
completing them), sacrifice a Hady (animal, i.e. a sheep, a cow, or 
a camel, etc.) such as you can afford, and do not shave your heads 
until the Hady reaches the place of sacrifice. And whosoever of 
you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp (necessitating shaving), 
he must pay a Fidyah (ransom) of either observing Sawm (fasts) 
(three days) or giving Sadaqah (cha ·ity feeding six poor persons) 
or offering sacrifice (one sheep) ... " [AI-Baqarah (2): 196] 
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killing game in the Haraml181; all these have established allotted 
ways to expiate the sins, of four types: sacrifice, freeing a slave, 
charity and fasting. 

b) General Kaffaaraat, as Hudhaifah ~ said to 1Umar 4,,: 
11Fitnah 

(afflictions) is caused to a man due to his family, wealth and 
children; so prayer, fasting, charity, enjoining goodness and 
forbidding evil wipe this out."1191 

(18] The Ka/faarah of Hunting While in lhraam or Sacred Places 

Allaah ~ says: 

110 you who believe I Kill not game while you are in a state of 
lhraam for Hajj or 'Umrah (pilgrimage), and whosoever of you kills 
it intentionally, the penalty is an offering, brought to the Ka'bah, of 
an eatable animal (i.e. sheep, goat, cow, etc.) equivalent to t he one 
he killed, as adjudged by two just men among you; or, for expiation, 
he should feed Masakeen (poor persons), or its equivalent in Sawm 
(fasting), that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed. 
All ah has forgiven what is past, but whosoever commits it again, 
Allaah wall take retribution from him. And Allaah is All-Mighty, All
Able of Retribution." [AI-Maa'idah (5): 95] 

(19] Shaqiq ~ narrated that he had heard Hudhaifa ~ saying, "Once 
I was sitting w ith 'Umar ~ and he said, 'Who amongst you remembers 
the statement of Allaah's Messenger ~ about the afflictions?' I said, 'I 
know it as the Prophet ~ had said it.' 'Umar said, 'No doubt you are 
bold.' I said: 
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Also on this point, the Qur'aan and saheeh ahaadeeth 
prove that the five daily prayers, Friday Prayer, fasting, 
Hajj and other actions expiate sin, regarding which it 
is said, "Whoever says such-and-such12o1 or does such-

'The afflictions caused for a man by his wife, money, children and neighbour 
are expiated by his prayers, fasting, charity and by enjoining (what is good) 
and forbidding (what is evil).' 

'Umar said, 'I did not mean that but I asked about that affliction 
which will spread like the waves of the sea.' I (Hudhaifa) said, 'O 
leader of the faithful believers! You need not be afraid of it as there 
is a closed door between you and it.' 'Umar asked, Will the door be 
broken or opened?' I replied, 'It will be broken.' 'Umar said, 'Then 
it will never be closed again.' I was asked whether 'Umar knew that 
door. I replied that he knew it as one knows that there will be night 
before the tomorrow morning. I narrated a Hadeeth that was free 
from any misstatement." The sub-narrator added that they deputized 
Masruq to ask Hudhaifah (about the door). Hudhaifah said, "The door 
was 'Umar himself." (AI-Bukhaaree) 

[20] Narrated by Ubada bin As Samit .., : The Prophet ~ said: 

J ~ J 4~ 'y ;.i;._; ~I ~! J1 'y : jl.i; JUI ~ ~W :_,;), 

~~J ~ ~I ' fl~ r-:..,? JS~ ),j ~I ~J J.ii.:l1 

? , ~~ ':l! o.;; 'yJ J»- 'yJ <Ji ~I.J [:Wt ':l! J1 'yJ) , ~I 

,;_; ')L:,..:. l} ~JU, y 0~ , ~ I l;.~ ji,J ffl ~II : Ju 
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and-suchl211, then he is fo rgiven, or his previous sins are 

"Whoever gets up at night and says: 'la ilaha il-lAllaah Wahdahu la 
Sharika lahu Lahu-1-mulk, walahu-1-hamd wahuwa 'ala kullishai'in 
Qadir. Alhamdu lil-lahi wa subhanal-lahi wa la-ilaha il-lal-lah wa-1-lahu 
akbar wa la hawla Wala Quwata il-la-bil-lah.' (None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allaah. He is the Only One and has no partners. For Him 
is the Kingdom and all the praises are due for Him. He is Omnipotent. 
All the praises are for Allaah. All the glories are for Allaah. And none 
has the right to be worshipped but Allaah, And Allaah is Great And 
there is neither Might nor Power Except with Allaah), and then says: 
'Allaahumma, lghfir lee' (O Allaah! Forgive me), or invokes {Allaah}, he 
will be responded to and if he performs ablution (and prays}, his prayer 
will be accepted." (Bukhaaree) 

Narrated by Jabir bin Abdullah .:$1,: Allaah's Messenger ;\t said: 

" Whoever after listening to the Adhaan says: 'Allaahumma Rabba 
hadhihi-d-da' watit-tammati was-salatil qa'imati, ati Muhammadan 
al-wasilata wal-fadilata, wab' athhu maqaman mahmudan-il-ladhi 
wa' adtahu (O Allaah! Lord of this perfect call (of not ascribing 
partners to You) and of the regular prayer which is going to be 
established! Kindly give Muhammad the right of intercession 
and superiority and send him (on the Day of Judgment) to the 
best and the highest place in Paradise which You promised him): 
then intercession from me will be permitted for him on the Day of 
Resurrection)."' (Bukhaaree) 

[21) Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : "I heard Allaah's Messenger ~ 
saying: 

36 



The Concise Legacy 

forgiven." 

"If there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he took a bath in it 
five times a day would you notice any dirt on him?" 

They said, "Not a trace of dirt would be left." The Prophet ~ added: 

((G~I .,._, ;w\ , . , . ~!._I\ ...:..,l''~- 1\ '1~:: ml,;ii 
- ' . ~ .....r----' , y--'-' u-- ' 

' ' 

"That is the example of the five prayers with which Allaah blots out 
(annuls) evil deeds." (Bukhaaree) 

Narrated by Salman Al Farsi 4;.: The Prophet ~ said: 

"Whoever takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself as much as he can, then 
uses his (hair) oil or perfumes himself with the scent af his house, then 
proceeds (for the Jumu'ah Prayer) and does not separate two persons sitting 
together (in the mosque), then prays as much as (Allaah has) written for him 
and then remains silent while the Imam is delivering the Khutbah, his sins 
in-between the present and the last Friday would be forgiven." (Bukhaaree) 

Narrated by Abu Qatadah ~ : "Someone came to the Messenger of 
Allaah j5 and said: 'How do you observe fast?' The Messenger of Allaah 
~ felt annoyed. When Umar • noticed his annoyance, he said: 'We 
are well pleased with Allaah as our Lord, with lslaam as our Code of 
life, and with Muhammad as our Prophet. We seek refuge with Allaah 
from the anger of Allaah ~ and that of His Messenger.' Umar continued 
repeating these words till his (the Prophet's ~ ) anger calmed down. 
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Then Umar 4i, said: 'Messenger of Allaah, what is the position of one 
who perpetually observes fasts?' Thereupon he said: 

((~1 '1:, f L.::. '1» 
'He neither fasted nor broke it', 

He (Umar) said: What is the position of him who fasted for two days 
and broke one day?' 

Thereupon he said: 

'Is anyone capable of doing it?' 

He (Umar) said: 'What is the position of him who observes a fast for one 
day and breaks it on the other day?' Thereupon he (the Prophet) said: 

«f ')L:JI * ;~1; f :r;, iJlil) 
'That is the fast of Dawood.' 

He (Umar) said: What about him who observes fast one day and breaks 
it for two days. Thereupon he (the Messenger of Allaah ~ ) said: 

Then he said: 

38 
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<( ..!.1.J~ ...::...., _,l; -I I ..:..,~~_,)) 

'I wish I were given the strength to observe that. 

' ~~ ; I L:.ll.J ' =.I:; 

((~ ;1 L:.11 ~ 0i 
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There are many of these types of actions; whoever researches 
into the books of Hadeeth will find them in abundance, particularly 
in those books compiled regarding the virtues of actions. 

Influence of the Habits of Ignorance, Especially of the Jews & 
Christians 

It should be known that care regarding expiation of sins is 
one of the most important needs of a person, for otherwise 
one acquires habits similar to those of the Days of Ignorance, 
especially in this age and those ages where Revelation and 
Messengership has stopped. Even one who is brought up 
amongst people of knowledge and faith finds himself polluted 

'The observance of three days' fast every month and that of Ramadan 
every year is a perpetual fasting. I seek from Allaah ~ that fasting on the 
day of Arafah may atone for the sins of the preceding and the coming 
years, and I seek from Allaah that fasting on the day of Ashura may atone 
for the sins of the preceding year."' (Muslim) 

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : "The Prophet ~ said: 
,,, ' .,. 0 ., ~ ~ ,, 

«o;i ~:u_, r .,;s t!:-J :;.' p~ r-3_, ~fl ~ ~ ~ ~)) 
"Whoever performs Hajj for Allaah's pleasure and does not have sexual 
relations with his wife, and does not do evil or sins then he will return 
(after Hajj free from all sins) as if he were born anew." (Bkhaaree) 

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : "Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 

j , ·1 ' ' : 11 
..r::' .) .) .r.'°"' 

"(The performance of) 'Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed 
(between it and the previous one). And the reward of Hajj Mabrur (the 
one accepted by Allaah} is nothing except Paradise." (Bukhaaree) 
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by many aspects of Jahi/iyyah, so what about one who does not 
have that advantage? 

In the Saheehs of Bukhaaree and Muslim, there is a Hadeeth 
on the authority of Abu Sa' eed ~ that the Messenger ~ said: 

, •, ,,. , • , , • , I ,..::_, 
l(~~~~r.) 

"You will certainly follow the ways of those nations who were 
before you, span by span and cubit by cubit, so much so that 
even if they entered a lizard's hole, you would follow them." 

They said, "O Messenger! (Do you mean) the Jews and the 

Christians?" He said: 

"Who else r 1221 

This Hadeeth is supported by the Qur'aan wherein Allaah ~ 

says: 

" ... they had their enjoyment of their portion, and you have 
yours as did those before you, and you indulge in idle talk 
as they did .. " [At-Tawbah (9): 69] 

This Hadeeth is supported also by many Saheeh and 

[22) Bukhaaree 
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hasan narrations. 

This matter does affect even the elite people who are 
attributed with the faith, as several oftheSalaf, e.g. lbn 'Uyainah 
JJ14> J have said, "That some people attributed with knowledge 
have become affected by many of the conditions of the Jews, 
and some of those attributed with piety have been affected by 
many of the conditions of the Christians", as will be perceived 
by one who understands the reality of the Deen of lslaam, with 
which Allaah ~ sent the Messenger ~ and compares with the 
situation of the people. 

With the situation as it is, that person whose heart Allaah ~ has 
made open, and is firm on the light that Allaah ~ has given him, 
who was dead and then Allaah ~ brought him to life and gave 
him light by which he could move among the people; for such a 
one, it is necessary to be aware of the conditions of Ignorance 
and the path of the two nations: 

"those who incurred (Allaah's) anger"; 

and 

"those astray" [AI-Faatihah (1): 7) 

i.e. the Jews and Christiansl23l, so he may realise which things 

[23] Narrated by Adiy bin Haatim ~ : "The Prophet ~ said: 

((j')L;,, '\ -:,:11 ~ .. ~le. ~ '· !, ; ~-ii» 
(.>.) .) ~ . ~ ft":" 

"Al-Yahud (the Jews) are the astray and Nasaraa {Christians) are 
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have affected him. 

Hence, one of the most beneficial things for both the advanced 
and ordinary person is knowledge of what he can do to liberate 
himself from these pitfalls, and that is to follow up bad deeds 
with good ones, good deeds being the actions, manners and 
characteristics which Allaah ~ has recommended on the tongue 
of the last Prophet /... 

Another category of things which avert the consequences of 
sinning is "expiating misfortunes", i.e. whatever causes hardship 
or suffering, be it fear or sorrow, or harm to one's wealth, honour, 
body, etc. However, of course, these misfortunes are not the work 
of the person himself.l241 

the misguided." (At-Tirmidhee) 

(24] Narrated by Sa'd .t.i:: The Prophet ,,." said: 

~ : j.:;\j1,; j.:;~1 ;i :l:?~1» : Jli ~~~ hi ':!"01 ~t 
0 ,,. ... , ..... •, .,. .... • .,. J. 

01.J ~oj~ ~ I~~.:>..) .:.,IS.:,~ "~:?~~~)I - - -
J~j~ : ')~\ Cr.!. w '~.:> ).).; ~ ~I !;) ~:? ~ .)l5 

-~~ 6~ ~ t;' . ·~, ,,. •• ;s'~ : -
-- - J ...r') ~ ~ r- ,.,.;->-

"Those who are most afflicted among the people are the prophets, then the 
best, then the (next) best. One is afflicted in accordance with (the strength 
of) his Deen. If his Deen is firm, his affliction is hard, and if his Deen is weak 
his affliction is light. Indeed, one would be so much subjected to adversity 
until he walks among the people without any sins." (At-Tirmidhee) 

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : The Prophet • said: 
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"Affliction continues to befall believing men and women in their body, 
family, and property, until they meet Allaah burdened with no sins." (At
Tirmidhee) 

Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : The Prophet ~ said: 

~I J;;. '11 ~\ ~ \_j · ,, 0 ~i '' ' - 1~ ~ ~ll 
• J, t/ f ~ r.5:, ~ , ,- ~ , ; 

((~.)) ~p1 ~ ~ 4~~ 
'Whenever a Muslim is afflicted with harm from sickness or other matters, 
Allaah drops his sins because of this, like a tree drops its leaves." (Bukhaaree) 

'Aa'isha t~ narrated that once some pain afflicted the Prophet ~ ' 
causing him to suffer and turn about in his bed. She said, "Had one of 
us done this, you would have rebuked him" He replied: 

~.-;. ~ ~-:~'I\~~~~ ~.·I.; ~j-;.: -: · ~'I\ 01 , .,.,, ~ . ~.,...., . - , ~ - ~.,...., ; 
.- .... ,,, ., , ~ , , ;' ,, 

. :i•. ¥ ~ J;;..:, ~ .>~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ .> :J ! E°.:, :J.:, ~ _;; w 

"The ailment is intensified for the righteous. Whenever a believer is afflicted 
with a hardship, be it a thorn or more, a sin is taken off him because of it, 
and he is elevated one level in AI-Jannah." (Ahmad) 

Narrated by Anas bin Malik ~ : "Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 

d~ ~<~~I :.~1I;iJ ~~kt):~ ~I ~I '~1 
_;; W 0µ '~#.:, ~i~ £ ~~ 0µ ,~ 0ts l?~' ~!~ 

, , ,, '1 
• ~.).) <U 
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Good Nature 

Next, after the Messenger ii had covered Allaah's right in the 
first two clauses, i.e. to act righteously and to rectify any harm 
done, he said: 

" ... and behave well towards the people", 

thus turning to the right of one's fellow worshippers. 

The essence of being good-natured to people is that: he who 
cuts off relations with youl251, that you keep an association with 
him, giving him greetings, respecting him, supplicating for him, 
asking Allaah to forgive him, speaking of him in good terms and 
visiting him; he who deprives you of knowledge, benefit and 

"When a Muslim is afflicted with some trouble in his body, the angel 
is told to record for him his good deeds which he was accustomed to 
do. Then if Allaah cures him He washes and purifies him (from sins), 
and if He takes him in death He forgives him and shows mercy to 
him." (AI-Bukhaaree, Aadaab Mufrad) 

(25] Abu Hurayrah ~ reported: A man said to the Messenger of Allaah 
~ : "I have relatives with whom I try to keep the ties of relationship but 
they sever relations with me; and whom I treat kindly but they treat me 
badly, I am gentle with them but they are rough to me." He replied: 

' 
~ , ~, .,. ,,, 0' .,. • , ... 

J . • l; • i,.... '. :: I~ I;<"' :: ;("" c;,J» ~ ~~ "~ \A.J ~ .~ 
I " ; , 

"If you are as you say, it is as if you are feeding them hot ashes, and you 
will be with a supporter against them from Allaah as long as you continue 
to do so." (Muslim) 
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wealth, you give them in return; and he who does an injustice to 
you regarding blood, wealth or honour, you forgive him. Some of 
these actions are obligatory and others are recommended. 

As for the 

"great cna,·acter"l26l; 

which Allaah ~ described Muhammad ~ with, it is no other 
than the complete Deen, comprising of everything that Allaah ~ 
commanded him with, as explained by Mujaahidl27J .&1 42-J and 
other knowledgeable commentators; it is no other than the 
implementation of the Qur'aan, as 'Aa'isha ~ said: 

"His character was the Qur'aan11l28l, 

and the reality of it is an eagerness to put into practice those 
things that Allaah ':k loves, with purity of soul and openness 
of heart. 

[26] Allaah ~ says: 

"And verily, you (O Muhammad ·) are on an exalted standard of 
d arac er." [AI-Qalam (68): 4] 

[27] The famous tabi'een, a student of lbn Abbaas ~ and himself a 
notable commentator of the Qur'aan. 

(28] Sa'd bin Hisham bin Amir JJ1 ~ ) narrated: ... I said: "Mother of 
the Faithful (Aa'ishah ~ ),tell me about the character of the Messenger 
of Allaah ~ She said: 'Don't you read the Qur'aan?' I said: 'Yes.' Upon 
this she said: 'The character of the Messenger of Allaah ~ was the 
Qur'aan." {Muslim) 
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Ta/seer of the word 'Taqwaa1 

All of the above ideas do emanate from the Wasiyyah of Allaah 
~ mentioned at the beginning, and this should be understood 
as such that the word 'Taqwaa' is very comprehensive, covering 
the fulfilment of all of Allaah's orders, whether they are ones 
of obligation or recommendation, and also the refraining from 
all that Allaah has forbidden, whether it is totally prohibited or 
strongly discouraged; hence, it includes both the right of Allaah 
~ and the right of his slaves. 

However, wherever 'Taqwaa' specifically refers to fear of the 
consequent punishment refraining one from indulging in the 
prohibited, it is clear from the context; an example of this is in 
the Hadeeth of Mu'aadh ~"' (under discussion), and similar is the 
Hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah ~ which Tirmidhee Jit u-.; has narrated 
and declared to be Saheeh. 

The Messenger of Allaah ~ was asked about that which mostly 
earns people entry to Paradise; he replied: 

"Taqwaa and goodness of character.''1.291 

He was also asked about that which mostly earns people entry 
into the Fire; he replied: 

"The mouth and the private parts.'130! 

[29] At-Tirmidhee 

[30] At-Tirmidhee 
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In a narration of a Saheeh Hadeeth from 'Abdullaah bin 'Umar, 
the Messenger ~ said: 

,, , J ' i ,,S , O ' Qt 

«lib:- ~I L;~! ~_µ1 ~ I» 

"The most complete of the believers in Eemaan (faith) is he 
who is the best of them in character.'1.31J 

Hence, the Prophet ~ told us that perfection of Eemaan lies 
in completeness of one's goodness of character;l32l it is known 
that all of Eemaan is Taqwaa. However, this is not the place for a 

[31] Narrated by Abu Hurayrah ~ : "The Prophet ~ said: 

"The most perfect Muslim in the matter of faith is one who has 
excellent behaviour; and the best among you are those who 
behave best towards their wives." (Tirmidhee) 

[32] Good manners are distinctive characteristics of the religion of 
lslaam. They are the reason for the Prophet's~ mission. Abu Hurayrah 
~ reported that Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 

((cJj;.~\ dl,.p - :~IJ.J ~J - f~~ ~~ ..;.:~ ~!Jl 

"I have only been sent (by Allaah) to complete the good 
manners." (AI-Haakim) 

This was best demonstrated by our Prophet ~ , whom Allaah 
described: 

" Indeed, you are of great moral character." [AI-Qalam (68) : 4] 
The best people after the Prophet ~ are those with best manners. 'Abdullah 
bin 'Amr * reported that Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 
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detailed discussion of the fundamentals and branches of Taqwaa, 

"Indeed, among the best of you are those with the best manners." 
(Bukhaaree & Muslim) 

'Abdullah bin 'Umar ~ reported that Allaah's Messenger said; 

((w.;. r ~ -;.t,i : Jl; ~JX, ~µ, ~1 ;u, J;.,~ ~ 

"The best among the believers are those with the best manners." (lbn 

Majah) 

A Muslim should show good manners in all of his dealings, which will 
grant him a notable position among other Muslims. 'A'ishah ~ said 
Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 

"Indeed, a believer attains (in Jannah), because of his good manners, the level 
of the one who fasts and stands (for the night prayer)." (Abu Dawood). 

Good manners make a believer worthy of the love of the Messenger ~ 
and closeness to him in Jannah. Jaabir bin 'Abdullah ~ reported that 
Allaah's Messenger ~ said. 

«t;~1 :<~.Ji.;.f ~L431 , . , ~ : :<.,!i, ~11 · ~~, ~ ~1» r '"""";" , ., , Y- , · ~ r :.r J i...t; r~ .:..r! t 

"Indeed, among those of you whom I love best, and who are closest to 
me in their recline on the Day of Resurrection, are those with the best 
manners." (At-Tirmidhee). 

And Abu Hurayrah ~ reported that Allaah's Messenger ~ said: 

,WI -fO\ ~~ ~ ff:; ~ 
> OJ .,. ..- ot O ..- .,. > ..-

~--4 ~ f5 I u>' J;.',,-' 
' > • , .. o.... ,,, .,. 

, <<~\ ~J .uil t.5jZ)l :J\,; 

1<c_~IJ µ.i111 : Jt; <;CJI ~lH 
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for that would cover the Deen in its entirety. 

lkhlaas 

The origin and root of all good is lkhlaas (pure sincerity), i.e. 
that the slave directs all worship and seeking of assistance purely 
towards his Lord, as in Allaah's Statements: 

"The things that mostly cause people to enter Jannah are: revering Allaah 
and good manners. And the things that mostly cause people to enter the 
Fire are: the mouth and the private parts." (At-Tirmidhee) 

In addition, good character is an indication of the presence of Eemaan. 

The Messenger of Allaah J"& said: 

"Let him who believes in Al/ooh and the Last Day either speak good or keep 
silent, and let him who believes in Al/ooh and the Last Day be generous to 
his neighbour, and let him who believes in Al/ooh and the last Day be 
generous to his guest." (Bukhaaree and Muslim) 

n0 ~~1 (..r4 ;~; '•. ~L;.=J1:; ,;~:_j. 0.,L:; ~ 0~~1» 

"Eemaan (Belief) consists of more than sixty branches (i.e. parts). And 
hayaa' (This term "Hayaa"' covers a large number of concepts which are to 
be taken together; amongst them are self respect, modesty, bashfulness, 
and scruple, etc.) is a part of Eemaan." (Bukhaaree) 

1· •L.:.:J :S-'G:- :~'L:,:. ' , W:;. • ~-•I l;L;...I : · i'i1 '1:<'1» 
~ , 1 J • - 1 J • - .J r+-- ·! ~.J"4"' c..r-

"The believers with the complete Eemaan are those with most 

refined manners. And the best among you are those who are best 
to their women." (At-Tirmidhee) 
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"You alone we worship and Your aid alone we seei " [AI
Faatihah (1): 5]; 

and 

" .. the'l worship Him, and put your trust in Him. " [Hud 
(11): 123]; 

and 

" .. .in him I trust, and unto Him I turn ... " [Hud (11): 88] 

and 

" ... then seek sustenance from Allaah, and serve Him, and 
be grateful to Him.' [AI-Ankaboot (29): 17] 

This is done in such a way that the slave terminates his heart's 
connection with the created, whether with regard to benefiting 
from them or acting for their sake, but instead preoccupies 
himself with his Exalted Creator, the means of attaining which is to 
supplicate Him for everything required out of poverty, necessity or 
fear, etc., to carry out every beloved action for the sake of His good 
pleasure. If someone were to implant this type of lkhlaas firmly 
and thoroughly, it would not be possible for him to be affected by 
any punishable trait. 
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After the Obligatory Acts the Best Action is 
Dhikr (The Remembrance of Allaah) 

As for the next question regarding the best action after the 
obligatory duties, an answer which is totally comprehensive 
and detailed for everyone is not possible since it would 
vary according to each person's differing capabilities and 
opportunities. However, what is agreed upon by all those who 
have knowledge of Allaah 3.; and His commands, is that in 
general, the best thing with which a slave can occupy himself is 
the Dhikr (Remembrance) of Allaah "· 

In support of this is the Hadeeth from Abu Hurayrah .t.. which 
Muslim narrates: 

" The loners (Mufarridoon) have taken the lead." 

The Companions asked, "O Messenger of Allaah l Who are the 
loners?" He replied: 

«~I.A"llJIJ , I~ 41ll 0J~IJJ\i> 

"Those men and women who remember Allaah in 
abundance."1 331 

Similar is narrated by Abu Ad-Dardaa' ~ in a report of Abu 

Daawood J.>1 4.1'- ) : 

(33] Muslim 
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,:: _~ ·f ~J / ~ ~LS'.)~f.J ~ J w.f •:' ~'~~{ ':Il» ~ .) J / "/ / / ~ . ,, / 

0 t: ..... o , _,. J 

• -: / " / I\/ .__;.jj I " ~ I ~ ~ • -: ,, ' ~" t;. / ; . .r.?".) ~)y J . ~ • ~ .r.?".) / . ) c.5 - ,,, ..... .,. ,,,,. ., " ... 

((~:<;G.i,, OJ/ .,::Gf 1' •.:::-.:J~~,·-~i~0f~ :<1 
,- Y.~.J ~ Y.~,.J ~ ~,-

"Shall I not inform you of the best of your actions, the 
most pure in the sight of your Master, the one which 
raises your ranks highest, that which is better for you than 
giving gold and silver (in charity), and better for you than 
your meeting your enemies, so that you strike their necks 
and they strike yours?" 

The Companions urged, "Of course, 0 Messenger of Allaah! 
(Inform us!)" He replied: 

((41l\ ;~)) 

11ft is the Remembrance of Allaah."1.34
1 

The virtues of the Remembrance of Allaah are confirmed 
by proofs of insight, narration and analysis from the Qur'aan 
and Eemaan. 

Types of Dhikr 

The basic method of Dhikr is that the slave makes a habit of 
putting into practice those Adhkaar (phrases of Dhikr) which 
have been taken from the teacher of goodness, the leader of the 
righteous, Muhammad ~ such as: 

• those Adhkaarwhich have a fixed timing, e.g. at the beginning 

(34) At-Tirmidhee 
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and end of the day,f35lwhen going to sleep and waking 
up,1'61and after the compulsory Prayers;1'71 

• those Adhkaar which are specified for certain 

(35) At the beginning of the day, say: 

•' __ ,,~, ~ ,: .i.L' ~ .i.L ' t:::__;f .i1 ~ t .i1 ~11» 
r.:---' - µ .r-' ;.J - ;.J - . .J . ; 

Allaahumma bika asbahnaa, wa bika amsaynaa, wa bika nahyaa, 
wa bika namootu wa ilaykan-nushoor (0 Allaah! By You we enter 
the morning and by You we enter the evening, by You we live, and 
by You we die and unto You is the Final Return.) (At-Tirmidhee) 

(36) When you are about to sleep, say: 

, " . . ,.. ,.. , :, 
«..:., _,,.1.J ~I ~~ ~I» 

"Bismiko Alloohummo omootu wa ohyoo (In Your Name, 0 Al/ooh, I die 
and I live.) 

When you wake up, say: 

1~.,1.i.J, ~G , L:..;Loi Lo~ L; L__;.i l.?.lJI ~ ~,. 

''Alhamdumlillaahi alladhee ahyaanaa ba'da maa amaatanaa wa 
ilayhin-Nushoor (Praise be to Allaah Who gives us life after he 
has caused us to die and unto Him is the return.) (Bukhaaree & 
Muslim) 

(37] Some of the Adhkoar (recommended words of remembrance of Allaah) 
after Salaah are as follows: 

2 L; ), ,f ')C.JI ..!.SJ ( jCJ\ ~i !~ll• 

«,.l}~IJ ~~I 11 

"Astaghfirullaoh (3 times), Allaahumma Anta salaam, wa minka salaam, 
tabaarakta yaa dhaljalaa/ wal-kraam {I seek the forgiveness of A/laah 
[three times]. 0 Allaah, You are Peace and from You comes peace. Blessed 
are You, 0 Owner of majesty and honour.]" (Muslim) 
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actions, e.g . eating and drinking,l 381putting on 

"Laa ilaaha illallaah, wahdahu laa shareeka lahu, lahul-mulku walahul
hamdu, wahuwa alaa kulli shay'in qadeer. Allaahumma laa mani'a limaa 
'a'tayta, walaa mu'tiya lima mana'ta, walaa yanfa'u dhal-jadu minkal
jaddu (None has the right to be worshipped but Allaah alone, He has no 
partner, His is the dominion and His is the praise, and He is able to do all 
things. O Allaah, there is none who can withhold what You have given and 
none may give what You have withheld; and the might of a mighty person 
cannot benefit him against You.)" (Bukhaaree & Muslim) 

~I -11 Ji '1 <J~.:; G~ :;st ~IJ '~ ~1.:; ~I 0~ 
~~ ~~ j5 j;, _,;_:; ~I ;j_:; .iJi~I ;j ,;j 4.,j '] ~~_:; - ; 

"Subhaanallaah, wal-hamdu lil/aah, wallaahu akbar {33 times). Laa 
ilaaha il/al/aah, wahdahu /aa shareeka lahu, lahul-mulku walahul
hamdu, wahuwa alaa kulli shay'in qadeer. (Glory to Allaah,and 
praise to Allaah, and Allaah is Most Great (each said thirty-three 
times.) None has the right to be worshipped but Allaah alone, He 
has no partner, His is the dominion and His is the praise, and He is 
able to do all things.)" (Muslim) 

[38] What to say before and after eating: 

' .& I ; ~ : ~ ~L;J; r-5~1 J5f 1;1» 

«~~T.:; ~~i ..j ~I H : Ji:Ll 
"When anyone of you begins eating, he should say: 'Bismillaah. {In the 
Name of Allaah.)' And if he forgot at the beginning he should say: 
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clothes,f wJsexual intercourse,r,~01 entering and exiting 

'Bismillaah fee awwalihi wa aakhirihi {In the Name of Allaah in the 
beginning and in the end.)"' {Abu Dawood) 

•~_j; ~.J ...,r ~j>- ;}:- ~ ~.>JJ \~ ~ j l.?JJI .u, ~U 

When you finished eating, say: "Alhamdu Iii/ah al/adhee 'at'amanee 
haadhaa warazaqaneehi min ghari haw/in minnee wa laa quwwah {Praise 
is to Allaah Who has given me this food and sustained me with it, though 
I was powerless and incapable.)" (At-Tirmidhee) 

When you finished drinking, say: ''Allaahumma at'im man 
'at'amanee wasqi man saqaanee (O Allaah feed the one who has fed 
me and give drink to the one who has given me drink.) (Muslim) 

(39) When getting dressed, say: 

«~ji 'ijJ. J_;;. _;;, !_r. 9}.;j '-:"~I 1.Ll. JLS (.$.Ul -ell l.o.;J1» .. ... - .. 

''A/hamdu lillaahi alladhee kasaanee haadhaath-thawba wa 
razaqaneehi min ghayri haw/in minnee wa laa quwwah (Praise be to 
Allaah Who has clothed me with this (garment) and provided it for 
me, though I was powerless myself and incapable.) (Abu Dawood) 

(40) Before having intimate relation with your spouse, say: 

• t_J-: , ~ .:., l.b.:.!J I ....:;.. ' .:., Lb.lJ I G- ~II\ -ell I ~-• .).) • . . .J • . . I . 

Bismillaah ! Allaahumma jannibnaash-shaytaana wa jannibish
shaytaana ma razaqtanaa (In the Name of Allaah. 0 Al/aah, keep 
the devil away from us and keep the devil away from that which 
You provide for us.) (Bukhaaree & Muslim) 
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the Masjidl4 'l and the toilet, l42lor at the time of rain 
and thunder,l43 l etc .. As regards both these types of 
Dhikr, books have been written under the title of 

[41] When entering the mosque, say: 

J ~I !~lP1 : ~I y_,..:.> J;, r~IJ b~JIJ ~I r 

(<,sl:;;_.> ~ly,i 

Bismiflaah! Was-salaatu was-salaamu 'alaa rasooluf/aahi. Aflaahum
maftah lee abwaaba rahmatika (In the Name of Al/ooh. Blessings and 
peace be upon the Messenger of Allaah. O Allaah, open for me the doors 
of Your mercy.) 

When leaving the mosque, say: 

"Bismil/aah. Was-sa/aatu was-salaamu 'alaa rasoolullaahi. 
Allaahumma 'innee 'as'aluka min fadlika. Allaahumma 'a'simnee 
minsh-shaytaanir-rajeem (In the Name of Al!aah. Blessings 
and peace be upon the Messenger of Allaah. 0 Allaah, I ask for 
Your favour, 0 Allaah, protect me from Shaytaan the outcast.)." 
(Bukhaaree & Muslim) 

[42] When entering the toilet, say: 
,; ,, , J , ,. , ... , , 

((~GJI ..::...:;.JI : & ~ I ·1 ~I» ~ . .) ~ . ~ . .Y 1.5. 
~ - ~ 

"Bismil!aah. Allaahumma innee a'udhu bika minal-khubthi wal
khabaa'ith (In the Name of Allaah. 0 Al/aah, I seek protection in You 
from the male and female unclean spirits.)" (Bukhaaree & Muslim) 

[43] When it is raining, say: 
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"Actions of the day and night." 

There are also those Adhkaar which are unrestricted, i.e. they 
are not confined to some special time or occasion; of these, the 
most excellent is Laa ilaaha illa-1/aah (There is no true deity except 
Allaah), but sometimes according to the situation, some phrases 
such as Subhaan Allaah (Allaah is Glorified), Al-hamdu li-1/aah (All 
Praised be to Allaah), Allaahu Akbar (Allaah is the Greatest) and 
Laa Haw/a wa laa Quwwata illaa bi-1/aah (There is no power or 
movement except by Allaah) become more excellent. 

Further, it should be known that everything that brings mankind 
closer to Allaah ~ , whether it is the saying of the tongue or 
contemplation of the heart, for example in acquiring knowledge, 
commanding good and forbidding evil, this is all part of the Dhikr 
of Allaah ~ - Hence, one who is occupied in seeking beneficial 
knowledge after fulfilling the obligatory acts, or takes his place 
in a gathering where Fiqh (Understanding) - that which Allaah 
,,; and His Messenger ~ have named Fiqh - is read and taught, 
this also an excellent Dhikr of Allaah ~- When you consider this, 
you will thus realise that there is no major controversy among 
the early people of knowledge regarding the most excellent of 
actions after the obligatory duties. 

"Allaahumma sayyiban naaft'an {O Allaah, bring beneficial rain clouds.)" 
(Bukhaaree) 
When you hear the sound of the thunder, say: 

, - , . 

sci..:;. ~ ~")l;JI o~ ...1.&- ' I\ , • , JJI 0~. 1 
I -- . .x .) - ; J' ~ l? -

"Subhaana alladhee yusabbihur-ra'du bihamdihi wal-malaa'ikatu 
min kheefatihi (Glory to Him Whom thunder and angels glorify due 
to fear of Him.) {AI-Muwatta') 
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lstikhaarah (asking Allaah to decide on 
one's behalf~441 

(44) Narrated by Jabir bin Abdullah ~: 
"The Prophet ,t:s used to teach us the way of doing lstikhaarah (lstikhaarah 
means to ask Allaah to guide one to the right sort of action concerning any job 
or a deed), in all matters as he taught us the Suras of the Qur'aan. He said: 

: ·1~ I-! ,~ ~I\ ~ · · =:< :.S-"i~ •\JL :5.b-i "' 1~1 
;r::: r-' ' ._r r-' :..r" q::--; Cr--' .l'° · 1 ~ • 

"If anyone of you thinks of doing any job he should offer a two Rakat prayer 
other than the compulsory ones and say (after the prayer): 

'...., ..!JJ t.:J • ..!.1; li iJ' .J:..:, i , 2J..u !J ' · = • t ),1 r~ I \l) ....., .., ) ; ) ..) ' ,. ~ ~ 

,.:.JJ ,~i 'ij ;J:;..) '~~i 'iJ ~+z d~ ' -~I ~ 

.j J ~ )\11 lh ~i µ;; ci' ~l r~II ,.:-';!JI f~ 
- ~TJ t2ii ~t.. : Jt; ji - t2it ~t.. 1 ~t...;_, if-:) 

~ •• 0 • ...., , • , ,. 

lh .JI ~ ..:-;S .JU , ~ J !J;~ ~ J O~J J oj.liL; 

_i :Jt; ji - ·t wt.. · 1.,.; - ·:) · J t-;. '"\11 ~ i..?.(' ,. .J '-:?' J ~ ~ • .,-,, r 

J j.lilJ '~ ~ ?I.J ~ ~ _,.;,1,; - ~T.J i..?;t ~l&-

'Allaahumma inni astakhiruka bi'ilmika, wa astaqdiruka bi-qudratika, wa 
as'alaka min fad/ika al-'azlm Fa-innaka taqdiru Wala aqdiru, Wa ta'lamu 
Wala a'lamu, Wa anta 'allamu 1-ghuyub. Allaahumma, in kunta ta'lam 
anna hadha-1-amra Khairun Ii fi dini wa ma'ashi wa'aqibati amri (or 'ajili 
amri wa'ajilihi) Faqdirhu wa yas-sirhu Ii thumma barik Ii Fihi, Wa in kunta 
ta'lamu anna hadha-lamra shar-run Ii ft dini wa ma'ashi wa'aqibati amri 
(or fi'ajili amri wa aji/ihi) Fasrifhu anni was-rifni anhu. Waqdir Ii al-khaira 
haithu kana Thumma ardini bihi.' 
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In those matters where the slave is in doubt, he should seek 
Allaah's guidance in deciding, for he who seeks help in decision 
from Allaah will never be ashamed. He should do this often and 
also supplicate often, for that is the key to every benefit, and not 
be impatient saying, "I have asked but not been answered,"l45land 
he should seek to find t he best time to suppl icate, for example 

(O Allaah! I ask guidance from Your knowledge, and Power from 
Your Might and I ask for Your great blessings. You are capable and I 
am not. You know and I do not and You know the unseen. 0 Allaah! 
If You know that this job is good for my religion and my subsistence 
and in my Hereajter-(or said: If it is better for my present and later 
needs}-then You ordain it for me and make it easy for me to get, 
and then bless me in it, and if You know that this job is harmful to 
me in my religion and subsistence and in the Hereafter-(or said: If 
it is worse for my present and later needs)-then keep it away from 
me and let me be away from it. And ordain for me whatever is good 
for me, and make me satisfied with it)." The Prophet ~ added that 
then the person should name (mention) his need." (Bukhaaree) 

(45] Why is My Supplication Not Answered? 

Shaykh Muhammad bin Saalih Al-'Uthaymeen <iii .-.) was asked: 
'Allaah ~ says: 

{. 

~§3 ~ Zj.;~ r{:: ~.) J~_;~ 

"And your Lord says: Call upon Me and I will, respond to your 
supplication.111 [AI-Ghaafir (40): 60) 

So why is it that a person's Du'aa (supplication) is sometimes unanswered?' 

He answered as follows: 

"All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of the worlds. May the Prayers and Peace be 
upon our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his Family and his Companions. I 
ask Allaah for the ability to be correct in belief, speech and actions, for myself 
and for my brothers. 
Allaah ~ says: 



The Concise Legacy 

~ 

~;~:.; s~ 6~' 0t ~ ~ lj~::i r% ~~ j~_,~ 

"And your Lord says: Call upon Me and I will respond to your supplication. 
Verily those who are too arrogant to worship Me will, enter Hell in 

miliatio 11 [AI-Ghaafir (40): 60] 
The questioner stated that he did indeed make Du'aa (supplication) to Allaah 
- the Mighty and Majestic-but it was not answered by Allaah. So he is in doub~ 
with respect to this noble Aayah (Verse), in which Allaah promises to answer the 
one who supplicates to Him, and indeed Allaah % never breaks His promise. 
So the clarification of this is that there are certain conditions that need to be 
fulfilled in order for a supplication to be answered. These conditions are: 
Firstly: Sincerity to Allaah ~ . That is to say, one must be sincere in his Du'aa 
(supplication), so he turns to Allaah ~ with an attentive heart, being truthful 
in his turning to Him, knowing that Allaah ~ is capable of answering his Du'aa 
(supplication) and hoping that the Du'aa will be answered. 
Secondly: During du'aa, the caller should feel that he is in need of Allaah ~in 
fact in dire need; and that only Allaah ~ alone answers the supplication of the 
one in distress and the One who removes evil. 
Thirdly: That the one making Du'aa should refrain from Haraam (unlawful) 
matters, as these acts as a barrier between the person and his Du'aa 
(supplication) being answered-as has been established in the authentic 
hadeeth, from the Prophet ji who said: 

« ~ I'.° ~ii d..> "f ~ · · 1: ~ii "f 4iil 01 ~ W '11 'r~:;} J ~101 
J,:';"" .r- ,. r ; ~.,...., r µ . - , i.r---- . - t 

"Indeed Alfaah-the Most High-is good and accepts only that which is 
good. Alfaah has ordered the Believers to do that which He commanded 
the Messengers. Alfaah ~ has said: 

i'>"' ,,, ., ... .,~,, ·>,,.,,.,, ~~.,,,. ;>V .,,.,,, .,,..,~,,,.~ "\r*- .:,µ t:..; L:!l ~ ~~ ,; },II ~ 1y, J..,)I t;.~,. 

"O you Me ,engersl :at of the good things and do righteous actions." 
[AI-Mu'minoon (23): 51) 

And Allaah ~ says: 
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"O you who Believe! Eat of the good things wherewith We have provided 
you." [AI-Baqarah (2): 172] 

Ji ~~ ~ ,;,;f ~ ; ~.i ,)~11 ~ j:;-)1 <,s~ ~» 

~ '~i:.J ,r1::,;. ~?J ,r1::,;. ~ .J ,~) ~ ,~) ~ ,~~I 

(( ~.illiJ ~~ Jt , ,i1~~ ~;,J ·r'.;. 
Then he mentioned (the case of) a man who, having journeyed far is 
dishevelled and dusty and who spreads out his hands to the sky (saying): 
'O Lord! 0 Lord,' while his food is unlawful, his drink is unlawful and he is 
nourished unlawfully. So how can he be answered!" (Ahmad) 

So the Prophet ~ explained the un-likelihood that this person's du'aa would 
be answered, even after fulfilling the apparent factors which aid the Du'aa 
being answered. The apparent factors being: 
[i]: Raising ones' hands towards the sky, meaning towards Allaah-the Mighty 
and Majestic-since Allaah is above the heavens, above His 'Arsh (Throne). 
Extending the hands out towards Allaah-the Mighty and Majestic- is amongst 
the causes of Du'aa being responded to, as is shown in the narration from the 
Prophet !t that he said: 

"Indeed your Lord is Alive, Most Generous. He feels shy that when his 
servant raises his hands towards Him, calling upon Him, that He should 
return him empty, having nothing." {Muslim) 

[ii]: This man called upon Allaah-the Most High-using the name Rabb (Lord). 
Seeking Tawassul (the means of nearness to Allaah) with t his name is also 
regarded as one of the causes for Du'aa to be responded to, since the Rabb 
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is the Creator, the Owner, the Governor of all affairs-and the reigns of the 
heavens and the earth are in His Hands. Due to this, you will find that most of 
the supplications made in the Noble Qur'aan are by this name: 

"Our Lord! We have heard the call of one calling us to faith: 'Believe you in 
the Lord,' and we have believed. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, and remit 
from us our evil deeds, and take to Yourself our souls in the company of 
the righteous. Our Lord! Grant us what You did promise unto us through 
Your Messengers, and do not disgrace us on the Day of judgement, for 
You never break Your promise. And their Lord has accepted of them, and 
answered t hem: Never w ill I suffer to be lost the work of any of you, 
whether male or female.'' (Aal- 'lmraan (3): 193-195) 

So Tawassul (seeking the means of nearness to Allaah) by this name is one of 
the causes for the Du'aa to be responded to. 
[iii}: This man was a traveller, and journeying is often a cause for Du'oo' to 
be responded to, because a person feels more in need of Allaah ""' when 
travelling, than when a person is resident with his family. 
[iv]: Humility and submissiveness. He was dusty and dishevelled, seeming very 
insignificant in himself, as if the most important thing to him was to implore 
Allaah ;.;; and to call upon Him - in any condition he may be-whether dusty 
and dishevelled, or in ease and opulence. Being dusty and dishevelled is also 
instrumental, like in the Hadeeth attributed to the Prophet ~ in which he said: 

l/,k;i :~ j;;; ~Ul ~j v l;~ ~~ ~ t;. ~I ~} 

.1;,i ~ '-:ii ~ F-~j; ~~4 J1 
"Indeed Allaah • .. boasts to the people of the Heaven about the people 
standing at 'Arafah, saying: "Look at My servants who have come to Me 
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dusty and dishevelled." (lbn Hibbaan) 
However, these factors did not bring about anything, because his food, his 
nourishment and his clothing were all haraam (unlawful). So the Prophet :,1; 

remarked: 

"So how can he be answered!" 
Therefore, if these conditions are not satisfied, then the question concerning 
the Du'aa (supplication) being answered will seem distant. However, if the 
conditions are satisfied and the one supplicating is still not answered, then 
this is due to a wisdom which Allaah ':k knows, and the one supplicating does 
not know what this wisdom is; and maybe that you like a thing and it is bad 
for you. 
So when these conditions are fulfilled and the one supplicating is not answered, 
then either he has been protected from an evil which is greater than what he 
has asked for, or Allaah ~ stores it for him until the Day of Resurrection, and 
he then gets a greater reward. This is so, because the one who makes Du'aa
calling upon Allaah alone, fulfilling the conditions and not being answered, but 
rather being saved from a greater evil-is in the position of having carried out 
the causes yet has been prevented from being answered, and therefore has 
a two-fold reward. One reward for making Du'aa (supplication), and another 
reward for bearing the trial of not being answered. So that which is greater 
and more complete is stored for him with Allaah ~ -
Also of importance is that the one supplicating should not express dissatisfaction 
if his Du'aa is apparently not being answered, for this action in itself is a reason 
for the Du'aa not being answered-as the Prophet ~ said: 

~~ . . . 

''A servants du'aa continues to be answered as long as be does not ask for 
anything sinful or breaking the ties of relations, and as long as he does not 
become impatient." 

It was said: How does one become impatient O Messenger of Allaah? He said: 
"He says: 
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the last part of the night[46l, at the time of Adhaan, at the time of 
rain[47l, after the obligatory Prayers, and others. 

I have supplicated, I have supplicated; yet it has not been answered." 
(Bukhaaree) 

He therefore becomes despondent and abandons supplicating. So it is not 
befitting that the one supplicating should become impatient about being 
answered, then become disappointed and despondent, and thereby abandon 
making du'aa. Rather, one should call upon Allaah ~ , since every Du'aa you 
make to Allaah ~ is an act of worship, which brings you closer to Him and 
increases your reward. 
So my brother, you should take to making Du'aa (supplication) in all affairs, be 
it general or specific, in difficulty or in ease. And if it was that supplication was 
only a means of worshipping Allaah ~ then that would be sufficient. So it is 
more befitting that a person strives in this-and with Allaah ~ lies the success 
and the ability." 

(46) Narrated Abu Umamah: "The Prophet ~ was asked: 'What supplication 
finds greatest acceptance?' He answered: 

«uG' :<' ii ul}~I ,,~, ,} -~1 1·111 ..:;• ' ll ; -~ ; ..r. .J '~ v-"' y1:" 

'A prayer offered in the middle of the latter part of the night and 
after the prescribed Prayers."' (At-Trimidhee) 

(47) Narrated by Sahl bin Sa'd ~ : "The Prophet :)ia said: 

"Two (prayers) are not rejected, or seldom rejected: Prayer at the time of 
the call to prayer, and (the prayer) at the time of fighting, when the people 
grapple with each other." 

Musa said: Rizq bin Sa'id bin Abdur Rahman reported from Abu Hazim on the 
authority of Sahl bin Sa'd ~ from the Prophet ~ as saying: 

§5 1 
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The Best Goal is Trust in Allaah ~ 

As for the next part of the question, about the highest prize to 
aim for, the answer to this is that the best prize to have is Trust 
in Allaahl48l, reliance in Him of His sufficiency, and keeping a good 
opinion of Him, the latter being that if anyone is anxious regarding 
their subsistence then he should turn to the shelter of Allaah, as 
the Exalted said, from what is narrated by His Prophet ~ : 

((p,~.:;)) 

"And while it is raining." (Abu Dawood) 

[48] Tawakkul means depending on Allaah and committing one's affairs to 
Him alone. It is one of the fundamentals of faith according to the Words of 
Allaah: 

"And upon Allaah depend, if you are believers." [AI-Maa'idah (S): 23] 

It is also one of the strong spiritual means for accomplishing the 
objectives and serving one's interests. But the believer must also observe 
along with dependence the other means whether they are acts of 
worship, such as supplication, performing the prayer, giving charitable 
donations, or maintaining good relations with one's kin. One should 
also apply material means that Allaah has made as causes for fulfilling 
needs, such as those mentioned by the inquirer in his question, and 
their like. One should follow the example of the Messenger of Allaah ~ . 
He used to apply the other convenient means with perfect dependence 
on Allaah, the Exalted. Therefore he who neglects the other available 
means, being satisfied with depending on Allaah alone (i.e Tawaakkul, 
e.g. throw yourself in swimming pool when you do not know how to 
swim, or endanger your life in a physical sport without training.), would 
oppose the guidance of the Messenger ~ . In that case, his dependence 
would be in effect a form of incapacity not legal dependence. 
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!($:?4 ~» 

! .)~ G ($ , . , . 

"O My servants, all of you are hungry except for those I have 
fed, so seek food of Me and I shall feed you. 0 My servants, 
all of you are naked except for those I have clothed, so seek 
clothing of Me and I shall clothe you.'1491 

In this regard there is also the Hadeeth which lmaam 
Tirmidhee narrates from Anas ~ , who said that the Messenger 
of Allaah 7 - said: 

:k~;11;1 ~ '° ~ Jl:.; ~-- ~ ~t;. ~ -- :<~f Jt °'\ 
C- ~ ,., C::-: . ~ . .J ' . .. 

"Each of you should ask for his needs from Allaah, even if the 

(49) Narrated by Abu Dharr : "Allaah's Messenger .-. stated that Allaah ~ 
said: 
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'My servants, I have made oppression unlawful for Me and unlawful for 
you, so do not commit oppression against one another. My servants, all 
of you are liable to err except one whom I guide on the right path, so 
seek right guidance from Me so that I may direct you to the right path 
0 My servants, all of you are hungry (need) except the one whom I feed, 
so beg food from Me, so that I may give it to you. 

0 My servants, all of you are naked (need clothes) except the one whom 
I provide with garments, so beg clothes from Me, so that I may clothe 
you. 0 My servants, you commit error night ond day and I am there 
to pardon your sins, so beg pardon from Me so that I may grant you 
pardon. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst you, the last amongst 
you, even if the whole of the human race, and that of the Jinns, become 
(equally) God-conscious like the heart of a single person amongst you, 
nothing will add to My Power. 0 My servants, even if the first amongst 
you, the last amongst you, the whole human race, and that of the Jinns 
too become in unison the most wicked (all beating) like the heart of a 
single person, it will cause no loss of My Power. 

0 My servants, even if the first amongst you, the last amongst you, the 
whole human race, and that of Jinns also, all stand in one place and you 
ask Me and I confer upon every person what he asks for, it will not in any 
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lace of your shoe breaks.''l5o1 

because if Allaah does not facilitate it, it will never be possible. 

Allaah ~ says in His Book: 

~z~ ;; ~ ~\ \_;i~.:J~> 
" Du• .. rL I u,1 i.,r 1.: .. L ... u, .. ,. [An-Nisaa' (4): 32) 

He ~ also says: 

nd seek of the Bounty of Allaah. [Al-
Jumu'ah (62): 10) 

Although this Aayah is in the context of the congregational 
Friday Prayer, its meaning applies to all the prayers. This is why 
-and Allaah knows best-the Prophet ~ instructed the person 
entering the Masjid to say: 

"Allaahumma-ftah lee abwaaba rahmatik (O Allaah open 
the doors of Your mercy for me)", 

and when leaving the Masjid to say: 

way cause any loss to Me (even less) than that which is caused to the ocean 
by dipping a needle in it. My servants, these deeds of yours, which I am 
recording for you, I shall reward you for them. So he who finds good should 
praise Allaah and he who does not find it should not blame anyone but 
himself"' 
Sa'id said that when Abuldris Khawlani narrated this Hadeeth he knelt 
down. (Muslim) 
(SO] This hadeeth was graded Da'eef by AI-Albaanee in Da'eef Sunan At
Tirmidhee. 
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"Allaahumma innee as'aluka min fadlik (O Allaah give me of 

Your Bounty)"; 

also, the Friend of Allaah (lbraaheem) ~' had said: 

A,, 

,,( >.1 i >y q/ > .,.,., .. \,, '7.:"(1 ~,,\ / ,· ~"'t~ 
~T6J .'.J...r"-"".'.J OJ~.'.J J--lt ~ ~ ~~,,-

IIS0 seek .,.. -n rro1 /\ c1 h s~• ve Him, ana be grateful 

to hin [AI-Ankaboot (29): 17] 

This is a command, and a command signifies obligation. 
Therefore, to seek help from Allaah and to entreat to Him in the 
matter of livelihood and others is a major principle. Further, it is 

important in seeking a livelihood that one should acquire wealth 
with generosity of heart so that he may be blessed in it, and 
without greed.15 11 Neither should he make wealth the primary 
aim; rather, he should regard wealth much as he regards the 
toilet, which though he has need of, it has no place in his heart, 
and so only resorts to it when necessary. 

A Marfoo' Hadeeth which is related by Tirmidhee Ji1 o.r.; 

and others is. 

> 
0 ..... ,,; ,,; "" ,. ,,,. .......... , .,. 0~ ,; ,,,. 

o~ ~.J ,~;i ~ .wl J.:) ,w ~JJI s,..;l5 z;>> 
~ \S ~ 0 

, ~ .:...:S ~ '11 Gil\ ~ 4-) t : \; 4 / ~o C ~ o; 
/ (J".J , ; t - ~ u -r.J ;.- ~ 
,~ ~ ;4 ~.J ,~;t ~ ~I 8- ,~ ~~'ll 

[51] Refer to the book on Lawful Earnings of this Golden Advices Series. 

I ]Q 
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"He who gets up in the morning with this world his greatest 
concern, Allaah disperses his collected gains and puts its 
Joss in front of him, and only that of the world comes to him 
which is written for him. And he who gets up in the morning 
with the Hereafter his greatest concern, Allaah gathers for 
him his works and creates richness in his heart due to them, 
and the world comes to him subserviently.'1521 

One of the Aslaaf said, "Each of you is in need of the world but 
you are in more need of your portion in the Hereafter. Therefore, 
if you are in search of your portion in the Hereafter first and 
foremost (and you should be so), then achieve your portion of 
the world in passing, such that it is taken care of as it comes." 

I have only created jinns and men that they may serve 
Me. No sustenance do I require of them, nor do I require 
that they should feed Me. For Allaal 1 ·e wl o gives (all) 
sustenance, Lord of Power, steadfast (forever). 

With regard to the best skill, or specifying one skill over another, 
be it handicraft or trade, building or agricultural, etc., this varies 
among people, and I know of no all-embracing answer, except 
that when an opportunity presents itself to a person, then he 
should seek help in decision from Allaah through the /stikhaarah 

[52) At-Tirmidhee 
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learnt from the Teacher of Goodness ~ because there is unlimited 
blessing in that, and then adopt whatever is easy for him. Thus he 
will not have to go to great hardship in another line, unless there 
is any Sharee·; objection to the initial possibility, in which case it 
is a different matter. 



Regarding Knowledge 

As for which book(s) one may depend on for the different fields 
of knowledge, this is a wide topic, and again, the answer to this 
varies according to people's backgrounds in different lands. This 
is because in each land, one field of learning or way or mode of 
thinking may be easier than another, but the source of all good 
and blessings is that one seeks help from Allaah " in acquiring 
knowledge inherited from the Prophet ~ because that is what is 
truly fit to be named "Knowledge".f53l 

[53) Etiquettes Of The Seeker Of Knowledge 

There are certain etiquettes for seeking knowledge which the seeker of 
knowledge should follow. Some of them are presented below; may Allaah 
cause you to benefit thereby. 

1 - Patience 

My dear brother, seeking knowledge is one of the highest of pursuits, 
and heights cannot be scaled except by working hard and striving. Abu 

Tamaam 41 4.2-.J said, addressing himself: 

"Let me scale the heights that cannot be scaled, for reaching high things is 
difficult whilst reaching low things is easy. 

You want to scale the heights without any effort, but honey cannot be gathered 
without bee stings." 

So be patient and persevere. If Jihaad requires an hour of patience, then the 
seeker of knowledge must be patient until the end of his life. Allaah ~ says: 

""0:__1:iJ--{"_1 Ji1 i~~:r i 1_.(" i > 1.:;;' i> ~,i~ "r;_ /. j,(:.v;}.. 
"('. ~~ ~ ~ ~:>.J'J..J.,. ~~~ .:: .. :. ... L "1!":: .r 

"O you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your enemy), 
and guard your territory by stationing army units permanently at the 
places from where the enemy can attack you, and fear Allaah, so that you 
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Anything else is either not knowledge at all even though 

m, y be ,ucces ~ul [Ao/ 'fmraan (3): 200) 

2 - Purity of intention in action 

Adhere to purity of intention in what you do. Let your aim be to seek the Face of 
Allaah ~ (i.e., the pleasure of Allaah) and the Home of the Hereafter. Beware of 
showing off and the love of making oneself appear to be superior to one's peers. 

The Messenger of Allaah ~ said: 

~1~~~1, , ,, ,, ··1 :1'1' 11 "·, , , ,, ~· ·1 ' II' ~' » 
y <I.> <.>.)~ .J yl.4}.JU ;'"! <.SJ~ , ~ d' .,. - ,,,. , - , 

((:j\JI ~I ~;f ~l VOi ~Y,-) ~ ~ ~.:, 
; ,,,. .,. ., 

"Whoever seeks knowledge in order to compete with the scholars or to 
prove himself superior to the ignorant or to make the people look up to 
him, Allaah will cause him to enter Hell." (Saheeh al-Nasaa'ee) 

To sum up, you have to be pure both outwardly and inwardly from every major 

and minor sin. 

3 - Acting upon what you know 

Know that acting upon what you know is the fruit of knowledge. Whoever 
knows but does not act upon his knowledge is like the Jews whom Allaah ~ 
likened to the ugliest things in His Book, when He says: 

~f'\i:;.i 1 ~ u, ,":'c° ~:i ~ (\ ~{ 1;>~,, i:i· ~ ,: j, 'i~:l.. 
'J ~ -?. - ~ ~ ('" ( 'Jy ~ ~ , <J-"7 

,,. C ,,.,, ; 

A~\ ~·:i\ •" 1 -:&\" .Ji\ db tlr Z,,i)\ _,.':i\ 'i~~ A ~ .,,,, r..,,., <>+r= ~ , .. . " !Y. . .. )_,.... v-- ~ 

The Jikeness o, tt,use whc, .v_re _n.,u~.eu w1.n .h- ,0-11,,_.,_n -· L -, 
Tawraat (Torali) (I.e. to obey its commandments ,ma to practise its laws), 
but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is as the likeness of 
a donkey which carries huge burdens of books {but understands nothing 
from them) How bad is the example of people who deny the Ayaat 
(proofs, evidences, verses, s1gn'i, revelations, etc.) of Allaah. And Allaah 
guides not ·he p 1plc ,h, -1re -aalimoon (polyt'1eists, wrongdoers 

di• bel "'VC- 1 [AI-Jumu'ah (62): 5) 

And whoever acts without knowledge is like the Christians, who are the 
"Daalleen (those who have gone astray)" mentioned in Soorat al-Faatihah. 
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people call it so, or it is knowledge which is not beneficial, or 

4 - Always being aware that Allaah is watching 

You must always be aware that Allaah ~ is watching you, in secret and in 
the open. Your attitude towards your Lord must always be balanced between 
fear and hope, which for the Muslims are like the two wings of a bird. Turn to 
Allaah M wholeheartedly and let your heart be filled with love for Him, your 
tongue with remembrance of Him (Dhikr). Be happy and rejoice in His rulings 
and His wisdom. Always call upon Allaah ~ (Du'aa') in every Sujood, asking 
Him to bless you and grant you beneficial knowledge, for if you are sincere 
towards Allaah ~' He will support you and help you, and will cause you to 
attain the level of the righteous scholars. 

5 - Make the best use of time 

Make the most of your youth and your whole life by learning. Do not be 
deceived by procrastination and wishful thinking about the future. Every hour 
of your life that passes cannot be replaced. Do away with whatever you can 
of distractions and obstacles which prevent you from striving your utmost 
to attain knowledge. Hence the Sala/ encouraged keeping away from one's 
family and keeping a distance from one's homeland, because when a person 
is distracted he will not be able to understand facts of knowledge and subtle 
issues. Allaah 5i; has not given man two hearts in his chest, and similarly it is 
said that knowledge will not give you a part of it until you give it your all. 

6 - Be cautious 

Beware of being preoccupied in the beginning with the disputes among the 
scholars, or among people in general, because this confuses the mind. Also 
beware of Musannafaat (literary work), because they will waste your time 
and make you confused. Instead, pay full attention to the book which you are 
reading or the topic which you are studying until you become competent in it. 
Beware of moving from one book to another (before completing the former), 
for that is a sign of boredom and failure. You must pay attention to each branch 
of knowledge, in order of importance. 

7 - Precision and focus 

Strive to verify that which you want to memorize so that you are certain of it, 
either from a Shaykh or from someone else who can help you. Then memorize 
it properly and continually repeat it and review at specific times each day, lest 
you forget what you have memorized. 
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8 - Studying books 

After you have memorized the summarized books properly, with their 
commentaries, and you have understood any difficult passages in them and 
understood the important points, then move on to studying the detailed 
versions, always reviewing what you have learned and noting the valuable 
points, subtle issues, strange minor issues, solutions to problems and 
differences between similar rulings, in all branches of knowledge. Do not 
think little of anything useful that you learn or any basic principle that you 
understand; instead, hasten to note and memorize it. 

Make the most of your time, when you are free and when you are busy. Make the 
most of your youth when your mind is fresh and you have fewer distractions, before 
you become distracted by false ambitions and the desire for worldly possessions. 

You should try to obtain as many of the books you need as you can, because 
they are the tools of learning. Do not make getting and keeping a lot of them 
(without benefiting from them) the only share of knowledge that you have, 
and collecting them the only share of understanding that you have. You also 
have to use and benefit from them as much as you can. 

9 - Choosing companions 

Strive to choose righteous friends who are preoccupied with seeking knowledge 
and are of a good nature, who can help you in achieving your aim, add to the 
benefits you have already gained, encourage you to seek more knowledge and 
stop you from feeling bored and tired; friends who are religiously-committed, 
trustworthy and of good character, who are sincere towards Allaah and who 
are not merely messing about. Beware of the bad companion, for he may 
influence you and people are like birds, they will resemble one another (i.e., 
"birds of a feather flock together"). So beware of mixing with people like that, 
for that is a sickness, and prevention is better than cure. 

10 - Finally, Good Manners Towards the Shaykh 

Knowledge cannot be gained only from books; you must also have a Shaykh whom 
you trust to open the door to knowledge and keep you from making mistakes. So 
you must have good manners towards him, for this is the way to success, learning 
and strength. So you must honour, respect and be polite to the Shaykh. Observe the 
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it is beneficial knowledge, in which case it is necessarily true 
that there exists in the inheritance of Muhammad ~ that which 
replaces it, being similar to or better than it. 

The person's effort should thus be to understand the purposes 
of the Messenger ~ in his commands, prohibitions and his various 
other sayings. When the heart is contented that something is 
indeed what the Messenger intended, then he should not waiver 
from it as far as possible, whether it is regarding his duties to 
Allaah ~ or to the people. 

In all branches of knowledge, he should strive to hold firmly to 
principles narrated from the Prophet ~ ; if he is in doubt regarding 
any matter about which the people of knowledge have differed, 
then he should supplicate to Allaah ~ with the du 'aa' which 
appears in Saheeh Muslim narrated by 'Aa'ishah ~ that when 
the Messenger ~ first stood for the night prayer, he would say, 

;.JJ1ii 

utmost standards of etiquette when you sit with your Shaykh and speak with him. 
Ask questions in a proper manner and listen attentively. Be polite when studying the 
book with him and do not try to argue with him or compete with him. 

Do not initiate conversation with him or walk ahead of him or speak too much 
in his presence, or interrupt him or interrupt him when he is teaching. Do not 
pressurize him to give you an answer, and avoid asking him too many questions, 
especially in front of other people, for this will make you appear to be showing off 
and make him bored with you. Do not call him directly by his name or nickname; 
rather say "O my Shaykh" or "O our Shaykh" (Yao shaykhi or Yao shaykhanaa) 

If you think that the Shaykh has made a mistake, do not let that make him 
lose respect in your eyes, because that will deprive you of his knowledge. 
Who is there who is entirely free from error? (Hilyat Taalib Al-'llm by Shaykh 
Bakr Abu Zayd) 
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"O Allaah! Lord of Jibreel, Meekaa'eel, and /sraafee/, 
Originator of the Heavens and the Earth, Knower of the 
Unseen and the Present! You judge among your slaves 
regarding what they have differed in. Guide me to the truth 
regarding that in which they have differed, for truly, You do 
guide whomsoever You wish to a path that is straight.'-15.tl 

This is because Alla ah '5t has said, as narrated by His Messenger 
~ from Him: 

((r-5~1 ~__,j+::·.,~ ,~.:i; ~ ~l jlj, ~ !t?~4 ~)) 

"O My slaves, all of you are astray except those that I have given 
guidance to, so seek guidance of Me and I shall guide you.'1551 

As for a description of books[56land compilations, the 
questioner will have heard from me what Allaah has made 
easy on other occasions. I will say this much now, that out 
of all the compiled books which have been divided into 
chapters, there is none more beneficial than the Saheeh of 
Muhammad bin lsmaa 'eel al-Bukhaaree -ii.11 v-J. However, 

(54) Muslim 

[55] Muslim 

(56) Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih Al-'Uthaymeen -ii.II v-J was asked: 
'How should a Muslim deal with books of knowledge?' 
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this alone is not enough to cover the major principles of 
the knowledge, nor can it fulfil all the objectives of one 
who seeks to dive into the ocean of knowledge, because 
it is imperative that other Ahadeeth, and the words of the 
people of Fiqh and t he people of knowledge of t hose matters 
in which certain people are specialised, be known, for the 
Ummah has progressed in all fields of learning. 

He whose heart Allaah ~ enlightens, He guides him through 
whatever of all that reaches him; but he whose heart Allaah ~ 
blinds, more and more books only increase him in confusion and 
misguidance, as the Prophet ~ said to lbn Labeed AI-Ansaari ~ : 

(( ~t+~c.~ \~l,j l.SJl ;a711.; :?~II ~ ~~IJ~IJ._;31 ~~ii 

"Do the Jews and Christians not have the Tawraatl57land the 
lnjeell58l? So what benefit did these bring them?"l59l 

We ask Allaah Almighty that He sustains us with guidance and 
firmness, and puts into our hearts those things by which we will 
receive guidance and keep us protected from the mischief of 
our sins, and that after giving us guidance, he may save us from 
deviation, and grant us Mercy from Him, for He is the Generous. 

All Praise be to Allaah, Lord of the Worlds, and His blessings 
be on the most noble of the messengers. 

[57) The revealed Book of Allaah % to Prophet Muusaa ~ 

(58] The revealed Book of Allaah ~ to Prophet Eesaa ~ 

(59] At-Tirmidhee 
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Index of Hadeeths 

A prayer offered in the middle of the latter part of the night and after 56 
A servants Du'aa continues to be answered as long as be does not ask 56 
Affliction continues to befall believing men and women in their body 3 7 
AI-Yahud (the Jews) are the astray and Nasaraa (Christians) are the 36 
and behave well towards the people 38 
And inform them that Allaah ~ has obligated upon them to give 24 
And while it is raining 5 7 
Can you afford to manumit a slave 26 
Do the Jews and Christians not have the Tawraat and the lnjeel 72 
Do you know what is Allaah's right on His slaves 21 
Eemaan (Belief) consists of more than sixty branches (i.e. parts). 42 
Fear Allaah wherever you are 23 
Follow up a bad deed with a good one, which will cancel it 24 
Glory to Alloah,and praise to Al/ooh, and Allaah is Most Great 4 7 
Glory to Him Whom thunder and angels glorify due to fear of Him 50 
He neither fasted nor broke it' 33 
He told the truth 13 
He who gets up in the morning with this world his greatest concern 61 
I have only been sent (by Al/ooh) to complete the good manners 41 
I seek the forgiveness of Al/ooh [three times] 4 7 
If anyone of you thinks of doing any job he should offer a two Rakat 51 
If he were true (to what he said) he must enter Paradise 15 
If there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he took o bath 32 
If you are as you say, it is as if you are feeding them hot ashes 38 
In the Name of Allaah 48 
In the Name of Allaah. Blessings and peace be upon the Messenger 49 
In the Name of Allaah. 0 Allaah, I seek protection in You from the 49 
In the Name of Allaah. 0 Allaah, keep he devil away from us and 49 
In Your Name, 0 Allaah, I die and/ live 4 7 
Indeed Allaah-the Most High-is good and accepts only that which is 53 



The Concise legacy 

Indeed Allaah ~ boasts ta the people of the Heaven about the people 55 
Indeed your lord is Alive, Most Generous. He feels shy that when 54 
Indeed, a believer attains (in Jannah), because of his good manners 41 
Indeed, among the best of you are those with the best manners 41 
Indeed, among those of you whom/ love best, and who are closest to me 42 
let him who believes in Allaah and the Last Day either speak 42 
My servants, I have made oppression unlawful for Me and unlawful 59 
None has the right to be worshipped but Allaah alone 4 7 
0 Allaah feed the one who has fed me and give drink 48 
0 Allaah give me of Your Bounty 60 
O Allaah open the doors of Your mercy for me 60 
0 Allaah! By You we enter the morning and by You we enter the evening 46 
0 Allaah ! I ask guidance from Your knowledge, and Power 51 
0 Allaah! lord of Jibreel, Meekaa'eel, and lsraafeel, Originator of 67 
0 Allaah, bring beneficial rain clouds 49 
0 Mu 'aadh! By Allaah, truly I love you 20 
O Mu 'aadh, fear Allaah wherever you are, and follow up 20 
0 My servants, all of you are hungry except for those 58 
0 My slaves, all of you are astray except those that I have given 68 
Pour over his urine a bucketful of water 25 
Praise be to Allaah Who gives us life after he has caused us to die 4 7 
Praise be ta Allaah Who has clothed me with this (garment) 48 
Praise is to Allaah Who has given me this food and sustained 48 
Remain dutiful to Allaah; he is your cousin 28 
Shall I nat inform you of the best of your actions, the most pure 45 
Taqwaa and goodness of character 40 
The affTictions caused for a man by his wife, money, children 30 
The ailment is intensified for the righteous. Whenever a believer is 3 7 
The believers with the complete eemaan are those with most refined 42 
The best among the believers are those with the best manners 41 
The loners {Mufarridoon) have taken the lead 45 
The most compassionate member of my people towards my people 22 
The most complete of the believers in Eemaan (faith} is he who 40 
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Golden Advice Series 01 

The most perfect Muslim in the matter offaith is one who has excellent 41 
The mouth and the private parts 40 
The observance of three days' fast every month and that of Ramadan 3 3 
The performance of) 'Um rah is an expiation for the sins committed 34 
The religion is Naseehah (sincere advice)." (Ad-Deen' Naseehah) 10 
The things that mostly cause people to enter Jannah ore: revering 42 
There is no Muslim who prays the twelve optional Rak'ahs 24 
Those who are most afflicted among the people ore the prophets 37 
Two (prayers) are not rejected, or seldom rejected: Prayer at the time 5 7 
Verily the most truthful speech is the Word of Allaah and the best 8 
When a Muslim is afflicted with some trouble in his body, the angel 38 
Whenever a Muslim is afflicted with harm from sickness or other 3 7 
Whqever after listening to the Adhaan says: 'AJ/aahumma Rabba 31 
Whoever gets up at night and says: 'La ilaha il-lal/aah Wahdahu 31 
Whoever performs Hajj for Al/aoh's pleasure and does not have sexual 34 
Whoever seeks knowledge in order to compete with the scholars or to 64 
Whoever takes a bath on Friday, purifies himself as much as he can 32 
Yau have asked about a matter of great importance but it is easy 15 
You have been sent to make things easy (for the people) and you have 25 
You will certainly follow the ways of those nations who were 35 
You will come to the people of Scripture, and when you reach them 22 
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